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LETTER I. 
Miſs Hamilton to Miſs Sommers. 


Have, at laſt, conſented, Patty 
Who can for ever refuſe the man 
ſhe loves ? eſpecially /uch a man— 
Beſides, Mr. Bever has acted ina 
very honourable manner, for he al- 
ways declared his inability to mar- 
ry me publickly, though he has a 
thouſand times told me, that- he 
wiſhed, from his ſoul, he had not 
been under a neceſſity of having re- 
courſe to clandeſtine proceedings— 
Vol. I B --+=, gourd 


Could I then any longer refuſe to 
make the man, who has given me 
ſo many proofs of his ſincere affec- 
tion, happy ? 
You will not hear from me again 
till all is over: I ſhall then hope 
te {ee you at the apartments which 
Mr. Bever has ordered to be got 
ready for me—I will let you know 
when I come to town—lI have had 
a good deal of courage, I think, to 
go thus far: my heart now begins 


to flutter, and I am troubled — 


ſtrange apprehenſions. - But I giv 
my terrors to the wind 
comes—1 devote myſelf to im and 


joy. 


LAT TSA n. 
; Miſs Sommers to Miſs Hamilton, 


F's you have not yet carried your 
fooliſh, indiſcreet, and indeed 
ruinous deſign into execution, ſtop, 
Lucy, and reflect upon the conſe- 

quences 
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quences wich which the execution 
of it may be attended. —-Conſider 
what you are about. — Could I have 
believed that you, that you who 
have hitherto acted with uncom- 
mon prudence, would venture'i.to 


throw yourſelf into the power of a 


man without the approbation of 
your family, nay, without even 
conſulting them, I ſhould have 
written to you, to diſſuade you 


from your purpoſe, long ago. 
Lou have often, it is true, told me, 


that you loved Mr. Bever, but you 
alſo told me that you would ſee 
him no more, if he did not behave 


in the moſt open and honourable 


manner, but endeavour to conquer 
your inclination for him, as you 


could not give it encouragement to 


conquer you, without diſcovering 
the moſt cenſurable weakneſs,— 
How came you then, my dear, ſo 


| ſuddenly to reſolve on conſenting 


to a private marriage, with a man 
B 2 who 


(4 1] 


who cannot have any good inten- 
tions, by wiſhing to have recourſe 
to clandeſtine proceedings. He is 
his own maſter, he is poſſeſſed of 
a large eſtate ; he is totally inde- 

endent—He may, perhaps, I will 


allow, be apprehenſive of the ridi- 


cule of the world, if he marries a 
woman of no birth nor fortune; 


but I am much afraid that he is 


urged by an inherent averſion to 
matrimony, and by a ſtrong deſire 
to gain you upon his own terms, 
to attempt to draw you from your 
father's houſe ; to draw you from 
the protection of your beſt friends. 
By his mode of behaviour, he can 
only ſtudy the gratification of his 


own inordinate wiſhes ; he cannot 
have the ſlighteſt regard for your 


character or peace.— As to what he 
has mentioned to you concerning 
his uncle, I would, by no means, 


have you liſten to it; a at uncle 


may not, perhaps, leave him a ſhil- 


ling, 


x, Sr pan 


ling, as he has two ſons and a 
daughter of his own. No—an 
elopement with Mr. Bever cannot 
be ſafely thought of.— When he 
has obtained his point, you will, 


it is highly probable, find yourſelf 


groſsly deceived. —Befides, my dear 
Lucy, ſuppoſing Mr. Bever means 
to do every thing in the moſt un- 
exceptionable manner, how can a 
girl, brought up as you have been, 
in ſo modeſt and reſerved a way, 
venture upon ſuch a long journey 
with a man who will plume him- 


ſelf on having taken advantage of 


her confidence in him, by pleading 
the violence of his paſſion for her. 
—Stop, therefore, my dear Lucy, 
if you ſet any value on your repu- 


tation, on your own happineſs, or 
on the happineſs of thoſe related to 


you, and give up at once a man 
who treats you ſo unworthily, by 
prompting you to adopt a meaſure 
lo injurivgs to you in every re- 
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BY | ſpet.,——] have a great deal more 
to ſay to you upon this very inte- 


pen, leſt my letter ſhould come too 
late to your hands to prevent the 
miſchief apprehended, with ex- 
treme concern apprehended, by 
Your very fincere and 
aſfectionate Friend, 
M. S0MMeRS. 
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IL 
Ai Hamilton to Miſs Sommers. 
ATTY, Patty, my dear Patty ! 


Jam undone, ruined forever 

I want words to acquaint you with 
what I ſuffer at this moment.—T 
thought, however, to have endea- 
voured to write a circumſtantial ac- 
count of my own imprudent ac- 
tions, and of the treacherous arts 
which have been practiſed againſt 
me; but I am too ill.— Had you 
been 


reſting ſubject; but I check my 
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Been in London, I would have 
flown to you for protection but, 
now—'tis too late! cannot now 
alk, I cannot. expect. your father, 
(good as he has been to you, who 
have ever, indeed, merited the Kind- 
eſt treatment from him) who 1s 
reckoned a rigid. man, to receive 
a. poor undone girl, with a broken 
heart, and a blaſted character, into 
his family, to the prejudice of his 
daughter, when my own father will 
not, look upon me, will not ſuffer 


me to enter his doors. —Undutiful 


children, Patty, are very undeſerv- 
ing, but hard-hearted parents are 
very cruel. I cannot write any 
more—my ſpirits 2 head 
turns round Good heaven ! what 
will become of me !— Write ſoon 
to me, at Mr. Brudenel's, in Park- 
ſtreet. Miſerable beyond ex- 
preſſion as my fituation is, I am 
ſtill, Your truly affectionate, 
L. HAMILTON. 
Ba LE T-= 
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LETT EX IV. 
Ms Sommers to Miſs Hamilton. 


V fears have been verified, 
my poor Lucy, and you have 


been betrayed. — My heart bleeds 


for you—-Whither have you been 
carried? What has happened to 
you ?—Where is that Bever? —I 


was going to, add ſomething more, 
but I am ſtill in the dark.—You 


are not with im, I find, —Would 


to heaven that I could aſſiſt you, 


. I could take you in, my Lu- 
cy |! However cheated, you ſhould 


find a friend in me, were I my own 
miſtreſs; but you know my father 
ſaficiently—He means well, tho' 
he may carry his ſeverity too far, 
— Have we not all our failings ? 

I cannot do what I would for 
you, my ſweet girl; but as I have 
faved a little out of my — 
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for cloaths and pocket- money, at 
ſhall be at your ſervice, if you will 
favour me with fuller directions, 
and tell me in what manner I ſhall 
convey it to you. — Write to me, 
therefore, and be not aſhamed to 
unfold every ſecret of your heart to 
me—You have been led into im- 
prudences, by giving ear to the in- 
ſinuating accents of a ſeducing lo- 
ver; but you have not, I dare ven- 


ture to aſſert, been willingly guilty 


of a capital indiſcretion—You have 
a gentle heart, replete with ſenſibi- 


lity ; your ſenſibility has ruined you, 


my friend. —Give me immediately 
an opportunity to aſſiſt you. I will 
aſſiſt you to the utmoſt of my pow- 
er. You donot, I hope, encourage 
the leaſt ſuſpicion with regard to 
the feadineſs as well as the ſinceri- 
ty of, 5 
| Your affectionate Friend, 
M. SoMMERS. 
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LEP V. 

Ms Hamilton to Miſs Sommers. 
FTER a fortnight's confine- 
ment, by a violent fever, I am 


able to take my pen, and thank my 
Patty for the affection ſhe has diſ- 


covered for me: I hope allo to be 


able to give her a more particular 
account of myſelf : but I muſt do 
it gradually. —I am better, but TI 
am ſtill very much out of order.— 

I never ſhall be well again; I don't 
wiſh to be well again; I wiſh to 


die — I am not, indeed, fit to live, 


becauſe I cannot tear from my heart 
the man who has ſo cruelly betray- 
ed me.—O Patty! can I poſſibly 
{till love Bever? Do not be of- 


fended with me : when you hear 
my ſtory, you will pity me; I know 


_ will, — I ſhall begin it, and 
write 
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6 
write it by degrees, as I find my- 
ſelf in a condition to proceed. 

As to your kind and generous 
offer, my good friend, I do not at 
preſent ſtand in need of your pecu- 
niary aſſiſtance ; I am amply pro- 
vided for: your /itfle all, tor the 
ofter of which I am doubly obliged 
to you, becauſe it is your all, can- 
not enable me to repay the favours 
which I have received, which I {till 
receive againſt my inclination. — 
Were I not aſſured that I ſhall foon 
die, I would make one bold effort 
to get from hence ;—but to what 
place can I fly ?—Who will receive 
me? Who will take me in? Who 


will look upon ſuch a girl as I am, 


after what has twice happened to 
me ? 


In Continuation. 
Find myſelf a little better : I 
will now, therefore, try to begin 


my ſad ſtory. JE i 
very 


n 

Every thing had been ſettled be- 
tween me and Bever, before your 
laſt letter came to my hands: it did 
not come to them till I was ſtep- 
ping out at the door, and I hurried 
it into my pocket, thinking I ſhould 
have leiſure enough to look into it 
upon the road. —Unfortunate hur- 
ry! fatal delay |—Yet, had I ſtaid 
to read it, had I read it, I was ſo 


thoroughly aſſured of Bever's ho- 


nour, ſo infatuated indeed with my 
affection for him, that I ſhould not 


have paid, I fear, the attention to 


it which it deſerved.— However, I 
did not open it, but met Bever at 
the end of the ſtreet, who haſtily 
put me into a poſt-chaiſe, and gave 
the driver orders to be as expedi- 
tious as poſſible.— He received me 
with ſo tranſported an air, and diſ- 
covered ſo much delicate ſatisfac- 


tion on having ſecured me for ever, 


that I felt little leſs delight than 
himſelf; and nothing but my con- 
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dern at leaving my father and mo- 
ther, my ſiſter, and you, my Patty, 
made me feel any reluctance ; and 
even that reluctance ſo natural, ſo 
laudable in the child, the ſiſter, and 
the friend, was ſoon extinguiſhed 
by the extreme tenderneſs of my 
lover. Why, O why, are our paſ- 
ſions ever too ſtrong to be con- 
trouled by reaſon, at ſome particu- 
lar times ?—At thoſe times, when 


the corrections of reaſon are the 
moſt neceſſary, in order to keep 


them properly ſubdued l But, to 


what purpoſe do I now complain ? 


—Repentance comes too late. —TI 
cannot recall what is paſt: yet I 
muſt enter upon the narration of it. 
My lover, my friend, as I then 
thought him, my all, was ſo at- 
tentive to my every look and mo- 
tion, ſo aſſiduous to pleaſe, that I 
thought of nothing but the felicity 


1 ſhould enjoy, in being the wife 


of a man ſo very dear to me; and 
the 


1 


the modeſt apprehenſions of a girl i 


in ſuch a ſituation, were my only 
embarraſſments yet, as Bever high- 
ly commended me for my appre- 
henſions, and declared himſelf pleaſ- 
ed with my charming baſhfulneſs, to 
uſe his own words, I had, appa- 
rently, all the reaſon in the world 
to be content. —During the endear- 
ments which: he beſtowed on me— 
endearments as refined as they were 
affectionate—he pointed out to me 
every beautiful view, every little 


ſmiling ſpot, which merited my no- 
tice, while we travelled together. 


Our breakfaſt was elegant, our 
dinner perfectly genteel ; but when 
we ſtopped at the laſt ſtage for the 


night, the ſupper-table was covered 


with a profuſion of delicacies, which 
I could not have expected at an 
inn. I have ſince thought, that 
thoſe delicacies were ſent thither 
before us, in order to facilitate the 
execution of the projected deſign 


againſt 
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„1 
againſt me, eſpecially as Mr. Bever 
inſiſted upon my drinking more 
wine than I choſe, declaring that it 
was light and ſmall, and would 
very much relieve me after the fa- 
tigue of my journey.—lI had, how- 
ever, fortitude enough to refuſe 
what I feared might prove intoxi- 
cating to one ſo unaccuſtomed to 
drink wine as I was. By that for- 
titude, I found myſelf capable of 
making reſiſtance to a number of 
liberties which were, in my opi- 
nion, highly improper ; though he 
urged that he had a right to expect 
the indulgences which he required 
from me.—-I ſoon afterwards look- 
ed upon him with horror. —At laſt, 
with much difficulty, I diſengaged 
myſelf from his arms, and retired 
to the room which the chamber- 
maid ſhewed me. | 

Having faſtened the door as ſoon 


as the chambermaid was gone, I 


Went 


1 


went to bed, and tried to compoſe 
myſelf; but my fluttered ſpirits— 
luckily for me—would not ſuffer 
me to cloſe my eyes. 
When I had been a- bed about 
an hour, I heard a noiſe, and ſoon 
found that ſomebody approached 
me. I was a good deal alarmed, as 


J had never lain at an inn „ ? 


and at that inſtant was thoroughly 
ſhocked at the impropriety of my 
being There. 

In a very ſhert time, upon my 
calling out, Who are you?“ Mr, 


Bever replied, in a manner which 


induced me to imagine that he had 
the worſt intentions with regard to 
me; and after having, in the moſt 
inſinuating accents, intreated me to 
permit him to remain with me the 
reſt of the night, aſſured me, in or- 
der to quicken my compliance, that 
women ſo near an union with their 
lovers, were not uſually ſo unwil- 
ling to occupy the ſame apartments 

with 


1 
with them upon the road: adding, 
that he was certain I would not have 
framed any objection to his requeſt, 
if I had known any perſon who had 


been upon ſuch a journey. 


I can hardly tell you the anſwer 
I returned — my aſtoniſhment and 
terror would have, perhaps, kept 
me filent, had he not almoſt ſtifled 
me with his careſſes.—I ſtruggled 
with him—exerted all my ſtrength; 
but finding, at length, that all my 


ſtrength was inſufficient, I burſt 


into a flood of tears : tears only at 
that time, I believe; could have 
ſaved me. My anguiſh was indeed 
ſo great, on beg ſo cruelly de- 
ceived by the man whom I almoſt 
adored, and whom I ſtill loved, 
though he had acted ſo diſhonour- 
able a part, that I was hardly able 
to breathe, ſo exceſſive was my 
grief; and he was obliged to make 
uſe of remedies to prevent my fall- 


ing a victim to his indelicacy, in- 
ſtead 


„ 
ſtead of attempting to inſpire me 
with love enough to forward the 


accompliſhment of his wiſhes. 


Thus, Patty, the extremity of my 


diſtreſs reſcued me from violation, 
and I prevailed on him to leave 
me, at leaſt till I recovered my ſpt- 
rits— 

No ſooner did I find myſelf a- 
lone, than I determined to eſcape, 
if poſhble, from him, to return 


home, and never to leave my fa- 


ther's houſe without his concure 
rence, This was my immediate 
determination, but I ſoon was a- 
ware ef the obſtacles which I 
ſhould encounter to retard, if not 
entirely to hinder the execution of 
it. —To ſay the truth, I was not 
heartily inclined- to extricate my- 
ſelf from the difficulties which ſur- 


rounded me.—T muſt own, Patty 


with bluſhes is my confeſſion ac- 


companied—that though I was ex- 


ceedingly ſhocked at the treatment 


I . 


r 
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| 2 
I had met with from the man in 


whom I had ventured to place the 


greateſt confidence, I felt a regret 
not to be expreſſed at my being 
neceſſitated to give up all thoughts 
of this man for ever. —She, only, 
my dear friend, who has loved like 
me, can tell what I endured, when 
I beheld the deſtruction of all my 
flattering ſchemes; when all my 
hopes of happineſs were demoliſh- 
ed.—Could I, after ſuch a beha- 
viour, truſt myſelf any longer in my 


lover's power? 


I fat near two hours quite over- 


 whelmed with grief, and terrified 
to think of my helpleſs condition, 


before I on. rouze myſelf to act 
with the ſpirit and the diſpatch 
which ſo trying an occaſion de- 
manded.— But I muſt ſtop here.— 


The dreadful recollection of paſt 


ſufferings operates ſo powerfully 
upon my mind, that I cannot go 


on. 
DI 
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In Continuation. 


| 8 ſoon as I could collect my 


ſcattered thoughts together, I 
began to ſee pretty plainly, that 
there was not a moment to be loſt. 
I was ſufficiently encouraged to be- 
lieve that Bever would return, and 
fruſtrate every deſign I could form 
for my eſcape : I therefore buſtled, 
as well as I was able, to put on 
the remainder of my cloaths (for 
I had till then ſat on the fide of my 
bed, having quitted it as ſoon as J 
could, almoſt in a ſtate of ſtupe- 
faction). It was a moon-light 
night ; I went ſoftly down ſtairs, 
and then into the ſtreet, luckily 
without being obſerved ; ſeveral 
people were indeed up, and ſtirring 


about, to accommodate ſome com- 


pany who had arrived late, but . 
they were too buſy to attend to 


me.—l walked away as faſt as I 
could, 
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could, weak as I was, from being 


extremely indiſpoſed : I was now 


terrified in a new way: I was a- 
lone, in a ſtrange place, and at an 
unuſual hour : every noiſe alarmed 
me, for every noiſe made me ap- 
prehenſive of a purſuit. —Bever, I 
imagined, or ſome other perſon e- 


qually bent on my ruin, was poſt- 


ing to ſeize me.—After having been 
ſo dreadfully deceived by Bever, 
could I place a confidence in any 
other man ? ( 
Quickening my pace, and keep- 
ing the high road for fear of loſing 
myſelf, I was fortunately, by break 
of day, overtaken by a ſtage-coach 
going to London. The coachman 
ſeeing me walk very feebly, (I was 


indeed, by that time, almoſt ready 


to ſink, from the fatigue which I 
had endured, and from the various 
painful emotions by which I was 


agitated) — aſked me if I would 


get into the coach, I gladly ac- 
i cepted 


1 


cepted of his offer, telling him that 


I had money enough to pay for my 


paſſage. —My appearance, I ſup- 


poſe, was in my favour, or he would 
not have been ſo complaiſant to 
_ TA, | 

There were only in the coach an 
old man, who looked like one of 


the loweſt ſort of farmers, and his 


wife : they were juſt civil, without 
being troubleſome ; and I wanted 


nothing, at that time, from any 


body but common civility. 

No remarkable incidents hap- 
pened during my journey ; and my 
thoughts were too much engaged, 
to be called off by trivial occur- 


rences.—Hardly did I ſeem to have 
either eyes or ears. Now and then 


I pleaded illneſs, to apologize for 


my inattention ; and I was really 


ill. | 


When I came to London it was” 


late: the inn to which the coach 


carried us, was at a conſiderable 
diſtance 


I 

diſtance from my father's. It rain- 
ed alſo exceedingly.— To complete 
my diſtrefs, no hackney-coach could 
be ſecured for a great while. One 
at laſt was found, and I threw my- 
- ſelf into it, with a heart fluttered 

at once by hope and fear. 
When the coach ſtopped at my 
father's, the family were all in bed; 
the coachman knocked hard at 
the door: At laſt, my ſiſter—Oh 
Patty, can I call her a ſiſter 
opened a window, ſaying that the 
family were aſleep, and expected 
no body at that time of night.—I 
put my head out, and begged her, 
for the love of heaven, to let me 
in —She not only poſitively refuſed 
to give me admittance, but added, 
— My father and mother know 
very well with whom you went a- 
way; they will never ſee you again; 
and they have charged me, as I va- 
lue their affection, never to ſpeak 
to you, nor love you any more. 
Then, 


(7 
Then, flapping down the window, 


ſhe diſappeared, and I was left to 


the anguith of my own ſorrow, 
which was now 1o intenſe, that it 
almoſt drove me to diſtraction.— 


I wrung my hands and wept : the 


coachman aſked me repeatedly, 
whither I would be carried? — I was 
too much afflicted to inform him; 
I could not indeed tell him how to 
proceed. He then, finding me un- 
able to anſwer his queſtions, mount- 
ed his box —“ I have ſomething 
elſe to do, ſaid he, than to ſtay 
waiting upon you.” 
While he was driving me furi- 
ouſly back to the place where he 
had taken me up, one of his hind- 
wheels ſuddenly flew off, and he 
was obliged to make a full ſtop.— 


Coming up to me, he told me, in a 


ſurly tone, that I muſt get out, as 
he could not carry me any farther. 
The rain was by this time abat- 
ed, but what could I do? whither 
— 1 
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could I go? My father's door was 


ſhut againſt me dreadful reflec- 


tion -I was indeed ſo totally op- 


preſſed with ſhame, fo ſeverely 
ſtung by remorſe that I was in- 
capable of ſpeaking. The coach- 


man not paying any regard to my 


< 


— 


diſtreſs, grew very noiſy:— I quitted 


the coach, and put my hand in my 
pocket to pay him.— At that inſtant 


a man paſſing by, ſtood ſtill, and 


looking earneſtly at me by the light 
of a lamp, aſked me whither I 
was going ; adding that he would 
take care of me home. 

Reflecting entirely on my miſe- 
rable ſituation, I did not, at firſt, 
attend to him. He rouzed me by 
ſnatching hald of my hand, and 
pulling me along.—lI then ſtarted, 
and deſired him to leave me. 


Prythee, child, replied he, don't 
be coy ; you are not going into any 


houſe- here, and, therefore, I will 


take you to the next tavern, and 
give 


16 
give you a ſupper. Come, come, 


my dear, that pretty mouth of 
yours was never made to ſay no. 


You may be ſure, Patty, that I 


was both hurt by ſach an addreſs, 
and angry at it; yet I at the ſame 
moment ſaid to myſelf, what right 
have I to be offended with this 
behaviour? after having ſo degraded 
myſelf, can I expect better treat- 


ment from any other man ?—How- 
ever, I ſtrove with all my ſtrength, 
to get away from him, but to no pur- 
poſe, he redoubled his importuni- 
ties, and ſtill continued to pull me 


after him. The coachman was 
clamorous for his fare which I was 


very ready to pay him.—I, there- 


fore, told my tormentor, I inſiſted 


upon his leaving me at liberty to 


uſe my hands, that I might take 
dut my purſe: He then threw half 
a crown to the coachman and de- 
fired him not to be ampertinent. 


Juſt 


N 

Juſt at that inſtant a gentleman 
came up to us. Hoping for ſome 
aſſiſtance from him, I raiſed my 
voice in order to attract his atten- 
tion. He accoſted me in a very 
polite manner, offered his ſervice, 
and intreated me to command him. 

I only beg to be left to myſelf, 
Sir; ſaid I. 6 
YN Let the lady act as ſhe pleaſes, 
Sir, ſaid he, to the troubleſome- 
fellow who held my hands.—Don't 
be alarmed, madam, added he; 
put yourſelf under my protection; 

Il will defend you at the hazard of 

my life. 
1 I was not quite capable of deter- 
mining what to do, but I was ſuf- 
j ciently in my ſenſes to ſee that the 
= -#r/: man was brutal, and the /af 
humane and gentle in his carriage 
in conſequence of that diſcovery I 
ſcrupled not to ſay that I ſhould be 
glad if he would prevent my being 
inſulted. | 
C 2 
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He then directed a few words to 
the other, which, though I could 
not hear them diſtinctly, obliged 
him to relinquiſh his hold, but he 
went away muttering in the language 
of a diſappointed bully. — The 
coachman alſo took himſelf away 
in order to. get ſomebody to put his 
coach to rights. 

When the ſtranger and I were 
left by ourſelves, I began to be 


terrified with new apprehenſions: 
immediately perceiving my fear he 


endeavoured, without delay, to 
diſpell them, telling me that he 
would get another coach and carry 
me home on my informing him 
where I lived. 

I could now conceal my diſtreſsful 
condition no longer—My ſighs in- 
creaſed, my tears flowed faſter than 
ever, and I exclaimed—lI have 20 
home—I am: a poor, wretched 
creature ——— wretched beyond ex- 


preſſion— et do not, Sir, con- 


tinued 
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tinued I, do not, if you have any 
humanity, take advantage of my 
AJ unfortunate ſituation I have not 
been guilty of any criminal action, 
indeed I have not, though my ap- 
pearance in this place and at this ; 
hour - may prejudice you againſt 
me- Conduct me, if you pleaſe, 
| to ſome reputable houte till I can 
think upon methods to gain a * 
ſiſtence. 
Here ] pauſed, My painful emo- 
tions hindered me from proceed- 
ing. The gentleman who had all 
this time fixed his eyes upon me, 
ſaid ſoftly, poor creature, and 
then aloud, don't afflict yourſelf, 
Z madam; I will take care of you 
3H You ſhall never be under obliga- 
| tions to any body for a ſubfiſtence— 
Be comforted, I intreat you. 
He then call a watchman, 
who -was at a little diſtance, and 
bade him call a coach. 
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A coach foon appeared - My 
protector offered me his hand to | 
aſſiſt me in getting into it—I was 1 
ſo weak, and ſo diſpirited that I 
could not help myſelf ; he, there- 
fore, lifted me in, ſeated himſelf 
by me, and perceiving that I was 
ready to faint, threw his arm round 
me to ſupport me. 

We at length ſtopped at his 
houſe—I was ſcarce ſenſible of any 
thing that had pait by the way : I 
only remembered that my com 
Panion now and then ſpoke to me 
in an humane, rather aftectionate 
manner; that he deſired me to 
lean on him, that he preſſed my 
hands tenderly, and that he begged 8 
me to believe he would do every : 
thing in his power to relieve ne. 

When he took me out of the | 
coach, I was incapable of ſpeaking ; 
when he carried me into the houſe 
I fainted, 


On 
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On my opening my eyes I faw 
my protector very buſy about me, 


adminiſtering remedies for my re- 
covery.—A decent, good-looking 


woman I alfo beheld, affiſting him: 
the fight of ſuch a perſon was very 
agreable to me She preſſed me to 
retire, and to try to take ſome reſt. 


I made no anſwer—l was afraid to 


go to bed in a ſtrange houſe, in 


which there was a man too, having 
lately had ſo narrow an eſcape, yet 


I felt myſelf utterly unable to fit 


up.—On the gentleman's ſaying, 


I will only wait upon you to your 


chamber, madam, and then leave 
you to your repoſe, I conſented to 


go to it, leaning upon his friendly 
arm. He led me up with a tender- 
neſs extremely flattering to me in 
my very wretched condition. 

When he had placed me in an 
elbow chair by the bedſide, he 


deſired me to look upon myſelf as 


at home, and to give my orders to 


C4 Bland: 
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Bland—turning to the woman who 
attended to undreſs me—and to all 
the ſervants as if they were my 
own.—He then bowed, and left 


me. 


No ſooner was he gone than I 
ſaid to this woman, who was, I 


ſoon found, his houſe-keeper I am 


not capable of telling you any part 
of my unhappy ſtory at preſent : 


I only intreat you, as you appear to 


be a worthy woman, to defend me 
from the ill deſigns of men, having 
been thrown into this unhappy 


ſituation by my own credulity ; 1 


liſtened too imprudently to a man 
whom I believed. to be my friend: 


he deceived me grofily, but his 


diſhonourable attempts were pro- 
videntially defeated. I could 1 


NO more. 


Mrs. Bland aſſured me in a tone, 
and manner which encouraged me 


to place a confidence in her, that 
| - 117 ns 
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ſhe would take as much care of me 
as if I was her own child. A 

I thanked her, in few worde 
I ſoon felt myſelf feveriſh : I grew 
very reſtleſs : my head ached out- 
rageouſly; and a burning heat 
rendered me thirſty to a degree. 

Mrs. Bland, after having offered 
me ſeveral kinds of refreſhment, 


all of which I refuſed, —I only 


drank a little cold water—leit me 
to endeavour to compoſe myſelf. 
But vain were all my endeavours : 
I was weary beyond expreſſion ; my 
head became confuſed—I was ex- 
ceedingly ill. 

Mrs. B/and, finding me grow 
worſe and worſe ſent for a phy- 


ſiclan—I remained in a ſtate of. 


inſenſibility for ſome time—they 
afterwards told me—and it was 
believed that I ſhould not recover; 
but my youth, and the ſtrength of 
my conſtitution got the better, at 
laſt of my diſorder Not being yet 


1 C5 well 
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me? who will, indeed, ſuffer me 


F 7 


well enough, however, to write a 


great deal at a time; I muſt now - 


lay down my pen. 


In Continuation. 


Ks ſoon as I began to grow a 
4 little better, Mr. Brudene/—. 
that was the name of my protector 
came to ſee me, and made uſe of a 
thouſand different methods to amuſe 
me,. and to render my confinement 
leſs irkſome. My fever has been 
upon me this fortnight, and I am. 
now ſo unable to write a great deal 
at a ſitting that I am forced to ſeize 
a quarter of an hour when I can 
hold up my head—Gladly do TI 
ſeize a favourable moment becauſe IT 
imagine that you wiſh to hear about. 
me and my proceedings; I am ſuf- 
ficiently convinced, you may be. 
aſſured, of the extreme impro- 


priety of my remaining here, but 


whither can I fly ? who will receive 


t 


. 
to come into their houſe after 
having been out all night with one 
man, and ſeveral days under the 
ſame roof with another; an un- 
married man, young and handſome 
too? what muſt people think of 


me, a girl whom her own parents 


will not look upon? Since my re- 


ſidence in this houſe, I have been, 


it is true, prevented by illneſs from 
taking any ſteps towards clearing 
myſelf from the aſperſions which 
have no doubt been levelled at me; 
as I left my father's _ very. 
indiſcreetly I confeſs, to go to- 
Scotland with Mr. Bever, 1 deſerve 


to ſuffer, in ſome meaſure for my 


indiſcretion; and ſuffered ſeverely 
I have for it, abandoned as I am 
by my father and mother. But 
yet I i confeſs to you, my friend, 

the real truth; I ſtill endure more 
uneaſineſs 2 the deceitful be- 
haviour of Bever; Jam ſtill more 


cruelly diſquieted by finding that T. 


C 6 | never 
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never poſſeſſed the heart which, ac- 
cording to mr own flattering ſenſa- 
tions, felt ror me alone.—From 
henceforth never let a girl believe a 
man— for 0 man could appear in a 
more advantageous light than he 
did who has totally deſtroyed my 

Deace,—Let no girl, at leaſt, ven- 
ture to diſobey her parents, and to 
diſoblige her family by leaving 
them to run away with a lover who 
only ſeeks the gratification of a 
diſhonourable paſtion at the expence 
of her ruin, — A ruin was certain- 
ly the point, the only point, which 
Mr. Bever had in view; how 
grateful am I to heaven for having 
ſaved me from the anguiſh ariſing 
from a violated perſon, though 1 
am doomed to fee] the moſt in- 
jurious ſuſpicions with regard to 
my character To be conſcious of 
one's innocence yet to loſe one's 
character, what a mortifyin g., what 
2 melancholy conſideration ! — A 
w—_—_ 


6 
ſpeedy diſſolution will, I hope, put 
an end to theſe agonizing reflec- 
tions: nothing but death can re- 
lieve me from the miſery which I 
endure from the poignancy of them. 

IT am pronounced to be, by the 
phyſician who attends me, at the 
requeſt of Mr. Brudenel, in a 
dangerous decline. I would not 
willingly, however, die in 7516 
houſe—No man, it is true, can be- 
have with greater delicacy than Mr. 
Brudenel does at preſent. Did not 
Bever behave with as much delicacy 
at firſt ?—He appeared in my eyes 
the image of ſincerity, and his voice 
_ ſounded in my ears like the voice 

of truth : his fine 'perſon, indeed, 
and his engaging addreſs prejudiced 
me ſtrongly in his favour, yet I 
certainly ſhould. not have thrown 
myſelf into his power, had I ever 
imagined he could have been guilty 
of ſo much treachery — But my 
ſiſter who was as much pleaſed 
| | | with 
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with him as I was, and jealous of 
the preference he gave me—fatal 
preference — will never believe 
me, nor will ſhe ever ſuffer my 
father and mother to think me in- 
nocent—Let me intreat you, how- 
ever, my Patty, to go to them when 
vou come to town and to endeavour 
to prevail on them to give credit to 
my earneſt proteſtations with regard 
to the purity of my character, and 
to the fincerity of my repentance 
Tell them that I ſeverely reproach: 
myſelf for having a&ed in oppo- 
fition to their kind cautions ; tell: 
them that I am an unfeigned peni- 
tent; tell them at the ſame time, 
that though I am inexpreſſibly 
unhappy my honour is unfullied. 
I wrote letters to my father and: 
mother as ſoon as I was able to hold: 
a pen, but have received no anſwer 
to them.—Exert yourſelf in my: 
behalf, and fay all you can to per- 
ſuade them to ſhew ſome concern 
| | | 1 
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for their unfortunate daughter 
try to ſoften their flinty hearts; by 
ſo doing you will add to the many 
favours which you haye already 
conferred on 
Your obliged 
L. HAMILTON. 


LETTER VI. 


James B rudenel E '/q. to Sir Gearge 
Milbourne Bart. | 


little adventure in which I 
A was lately engaged prevented 
me from anſwering your laſt, and it 
has almoſt engroſſed my thoughts 
4 - 
About ten days ago, after having 
dined and ſupped with Lady Whar- 
ton—by the way I rarely ſup with 
her ladyſhip though ſhe is ſo near 
a relation I was obliged to walk 
home—My chariot came indeed at 


ſeven, but my w/e fellow, finding 
at 


=_ 
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I 
that I did not want him then drove 
away and did not return at the 


hour I appointed —gBeing heartily 


weary of my company, therefore, 


when that hour arrived, I ſat off 


on foot. 

Paſſing through a ſhort ſtreet in 
Piccadilly—I forget the name of 
it—I ſaw a beautiful young girl 


ſtruggling with a man who wanted 


to force her to go with him. She 
cried loudly for help, and I inter- 
poſed, I muſt have been inſenſible, 
to the greateſt degree, not to have 
appeared in behalf of the moſt 
perfect creature nature ever. made— 
By the light of a lamp near her, 
I could plainly perceive that ſhe 


was of a fine height, that ſhe had 


an eaſy ſhape, falling ſhoulders, an 
oval face, a clear complexion, dark 
languiſhing eyes, and hair of the 
ſame colour, with the moſt lovely 
mouth in the world.—Theſe are 
the outlines of Lucy Hamilton's 

picture, 


„ 

picture, but there is no doing 
juſtice to the charming ſymmetry 
of her whole figure, nor to the 
elegant expreſſion in her animated 
features. I ſaw, enough, however, 
at that moment, to intereſt myſelf 
ſtrongly in her favour : according- 
ly, I ſtepped up to the rude fellow 
who was dragging her after him ; 
and though I, at firſt, thought it 
pofſible that ſhe might not be quite 
ſo innocent as ſhe ſeemed to be— 
(there are girls, you know, who 
can put on all kinds of behaviour) 
yet her beauty and her diſtreſs de- 
manded my attention : I, therefore, 
offered her my- protection, and had 
the ſatisfaction to hear the ſofteſt 
ſweeteſt voice imaginable, thank 
me for my interpoſition : — Her 
thanks were ſufficiently. encou- 
raging, and I drove away my im- 
pertinent gentleman.— On 3 
the lady ready to faint, I called a 
watchman who was going his 

rounds, 
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that I did not want him then drove | 
away and did not return at the 
hour I appointed—Being heartily 
weary of my company, therefore, 
| when that hour arrived, I fat off 
on foot. 

Paſſing through a ſhort ſtreet in 
Piccadilly—I forget the name of 
1t—I ſaw a beautiful young girl 
ſtruggling with a man who wanted 
to force her to go with him. She 
cried loudly for help, and I inter- 
_ poſed, I muſt have been inſenſible, 
to the greateſt degree, not to have 
appeared in behalf of the moſt 
perfect creature nature ever made— 
By the light of a lamp near her, 
I could plainly perceive that ſhe 
was of a fine height, that ſhe had 
an eaſy ſhape, falling ſhoulders, an 
oval face, a clear complexion, dark 
languiſhing eyes, and hair of the 
ſame colour, with the moſt lovely 
mouth in the world. Theſe are 
the outlines of Lucy Hamilton's 

picture, 


_ TO 
« 2 N * « 2 * 
8 8 * 2 of 


1 

picture, but there is no doing 
juſtice to the charming ſymmetry 
of her Whole figure, nor to the 
elegant expreſſion in her animated 


features. I ſaw, enough, however, 


at that moment, to intereſt myſelf 
ſtrongly in her favour : according- 
ly, I ſtepped up to the rude fellow 
who was dragging her after him; 
and though I, at firſt, thought it 
poſſible 3 ſhe might not be quite 
ſo innocent as ſhe ſeemed to be 
(there are girls, you know, who 
can put on all kinds of behaviour) 
yet her beauty and her diſtreſs de- 


manded my attention : I, therefore, 


offered her my protection, and had 


the ſatisfaction to hear the ſofteſt 


ſweeteſt voice imaginable, thank 
me for my interpoſition: — Her 
thanks were ſufficiently encou- 


raging, and I drove away my im- 


pertinent gentleman.—On ſeeing 
the lady ready to faint, I called a 
watchman who was going his 
rounds, 


( 42) 
rounds, and bade him get a coach 
as that which ſhe had juſt quitted 
was not in à condition to carry 
her—When I aſked her to what 
place I ſhould wait on her, ſhe 
ſighed heartily, and wept, telling 
me that ſhe had no home, no place 
to go to, declaring, at the ſame 
time, that though appearances were 
unfavourable to her ſhe had been 
guilty of no criminal action; and 
indeed the openneſs of her counte- 
nance, added to the exquiſite ſen- 
Ability which ſhe diſcovered, were 
ſo prepoſſeſſing that they ſtrongly 
affected my heart, I entreated her 
to be comforted : I ſwore to defend. 
her, to provide for her: I ſhould 
have ſwarn alſo to love her, I 
believe, immediately, had I not 
been afraid of wounding her deli- 
cacy which was, evidently, equal 
to her afflition.—She became ſo: 
weak, and ſo much diſordered when. 
I had ſeated her in the coach that 1 
vas. 


8 =o 
was obliged, through meer huma- 
nity, to ſupport her in my arms: 
I ſupported her, however, in the 
leaſt offenſive manner, and when I 
preſſed her hands my preſſure of 
them was rather affectionate than 
impaſſioned : I repeatedly aſſured 
ker while I was ſo delightfully em- 
ployed, that I would make it my 
wholeſtudy to relieve her.— She was 
incapable of making any reply to my 
repeated aſſurances - When I car- 
ried her to my own houſe—to 
what other houſe could I, with 
propriety, carry her ?—ſhe actual- 
ty fainted away.—Bland, agreeably 
eo my orders, aſſiſted me in bring- 
ing her to her ſenſes—She was then 
put to bed.— I commanded Bland 
to treat her, as I intended to treat 
her myſelf, with the greateſt tender- 
neſs ; eſpecially as ſhe had declared 
to Bland, how much ſhe was terri- 
fied at the thoughts of being in the 
power of a {tranger. — She was 


ſeized 


| [uw 

ſeized with a violent fever, and 
Doctor Burton aſſured me that ſhe 
was in danger: but the has ſtruggled 
through it : ſhe is, notwithſtanding, 

in ſo weak a ſtate, that the doctor 
apprehends her to be in a decline : 
her debility, and the agitation of 
her mind together alarm me ex- 
ceedingly—Could I but reſtore her 
to the tranquility which ſhe once 
(moſt probably) enjoyed, much 
might be hoped for—She has cer- 
tainly been ill uſed, and ſhe is of 
too tender a conſtruction to get the 
better of her firſt inclination : 
among the fair ſex, the firſt incli- 
nation is, generally, the ſtrongeſt—- 
Bland tells me ſhe is juſt riſen : I 
mult fly, therefore, to ſee if I can 
do any thing to amuſe her. —When 
am again at leiſure I will proceed 


with my ſtory. 
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LETTER VIE 
From the ſame to the ſame. 
left off to go to Lucy: I found 


her exceedingly low, and have 
been all this day trying to divert 
her thoughts from dwelling too 
intenſely upon her misfortunes— 
Nothing will I leave undone to re- 
ſtore peace to her diſturbed boſom: 
but what would I not give to in- 
ſpire her with a paſſion lively as that 
which has been the cauſe of her 
preſent diſtreſs —I have not yet 
ventured to throw out the leaſt hint 
with regard to the ſubject which 
engroſles my thoughts, but ſhe muſt 
certainly read Che thoughts in my 
every look, in all my actions. To 
own the truth, George, when I 
firſt ſaw her, bins Conan Was as 
unfavourable to her as her beauty 

was uncommon; and by her readi- 
neſs 


4 
neſs to put herſelf under my pro- 
tection I was induced to look upon 
her as one of thoſe girls who are 
not ſorry to fall in with a young 
fellow of fortune not unwilling to 
make a genteel proviſion for her 
IT was therefore perhaps, the more 
diſpoſed to take care of her, but I 
ſoon found I was miſtaken :' I foon 
found that ſhe was really virtuous— 


1 I was not, indeed, ſo much in love 
| with her, at firſt ſight, as to give 
| credit entirely to the information 

of my eyes, well knowing that 


there are women who can put on 

all kinds of characters to facilitate 

= | the execution of their deſigns : nor 
S | did I, afterwards, believe all the 
i tales my good houſe-keeper told 
me about her apprebemſions &c. 
| in' my houſe; though, I confeſs, 
whenever I beheld her ſhe appeared 

to me as pure as an angel.— 

When her fever left her, and ſhe 

was able to fit up, I frequently 

= 9 went 
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vent into her room, and endeavour- 


ed to entertain her, as I found her 
almoſt always oppreſſed with a deep 
melancholy. With my efforts to 
amuſe her I occaſionally, una- 
voidably indeed, intermixed ſome 
little tenderneſs : they were never 
encouraged ; they were received 
with an unuſual reſerve, whenever 
I began to preſs her hand in mine, 
it was inſtantlgwithdrawn—a hand, 
ſo deliciouſly ſoft that I could have 
devoured it—When I ſometimes 


caught her in my arms, in order to 


ſupport her, ſhe ſtarted back, and 
appeared diſpleaſed; yet, as my 
paſſion was hourly increaſing I could 
ſcarcely forbear, now and then, 
indulging it by thoſe innocent 
liberties. 7 
Having aſſiſted her, the other 
day, to walk to the window of her 
apartment which looks into Hyde 
Park, I threw my arm round hef 
ſnowy neck while the ſtood to _— 
© - 


1 48 
the diſtant carriages rolling along, 
which ſeemed to ſteal her away 
from her ſorrows, and leaned my 
face towards her's.—She ſtarted, 
and looked, for a moment, as if 
ſhe reſented my behaviour; then, 
burſting into tears ſhe as haſtily 
as her feeble feet would permit her, 
returned to her chair, without 
deigning to make uſe of my offered 
arm. — Soon afterwards, wiping her 
lovely eyes, ſhe ſaid, Sit down, 
Mr. Brudenel; I ought not to be 
offended at your behaviour, as you 
behave in conſequence of miſtaken 
opinions concerning me; but if 

ou will have conſideration enough 
for me to liſten to me patiently, 
I ſhall be able, I hope, to remove 
all your injurious ſentiments with 
regard to me, though I am very 
ready to own that I have been un- 
pardonably indiſcreet. 
- She then began her ſtory in the 
following manner. 
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« My father, fir, whoſe name 1s 
Hamilton, has only a p/ace for his 
ſubſiſtence, and for the ſupport of 
his family, a ſon and two daughters. 
I am the youngeſt by five years, 
and was beloved both by my father 
and mother till chance threw me 
into the way of a Mr. Bever. My 
ſiſter and I were well educated, 
and we were continually told that 
virtue and diſcretion would be our 
only fortunes; we were informed 
alſo that were we poſleſled of 
millions we could not, without 
thoſe virtues, either be happy, or 
deſerve to be happy. —Sentiments 
of this ſort were early and ſtrongly 
impreſſed on our minds; my father 
and mother were alſo very cautious 
about our company and diverſions ; 
permitting us to ſee but few people, 
and to go to few publick places.— 
For my own part I was never fond 
either of company or diverſions ; 
one evening, however, we were 


3 taken 


1 . 


taken to Ranalagh : as it was a fire- 
work night, and as we had never 
ſeen the illuminations, we endea- 
voured to get as near as we could 
to them without running any hazard 
of being hurt by them. We found 
ourſelves very politely aſſiſted by a 
moſt agreeable man, perſonally ſo, 
and equally agreeable in his ad- 
dreſs—In ſhort, fir, both my fiſter and 
myſelf thought that we had never 
ſeen fo engaging a figure before, 
Unfortunately for me, I only 
was particularly diſtinguiſhed by 
him. He inſiſted upon taking care 
of me out; he made himſelf ac- 
quainted with the part of the town 
in which I lived, wrote to me, 
and followed me every where to 
the great uneaſineſs of my father 
and mother, and to the conſiderable 

mortification of my ſiſter.—-My 
father, at laſt, peremptorily for- 
bade me to ſpeak to him, telling 
me that a man who had not firſt 


applied 
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applied to him witff regard to me 
could have no honourable deſigns.— 
I paid no attention to that pro- 
hibition—how ſeverely have I ſince 
ſmarted for my diſobedience l- but 
ſtrongly infatuated by an affection 
for him, which I could not, in all 
my conflicts between duty and 
inclination, ſuppreſs, and too young 


to trouble my head about conſe- 


quences, I, at length, conſented to 
elope with him to Scotland, as he 
aſſured me that he could not marry 
me publickly for fear of diſobliging 
a rich old uncle. In a fatal hour I 
believed him; in a fatal hour I 
complied with his importunate re- 
queſt——On the firſt night of our 
journey he attempted to take ad- 
vantage of my love, and of my in- 
diſcretion ; but heaven gave me 
ſtrength to reſiſt him: I eſcaped ; 
I returned to my father's houſe— 
admittance was refuſed—my ſiſter 
told me, from a window, that TI 

AP D 2 muſt 
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muſt never expect to be received 
again. Going back from thence 


I was a ſecond time inſulted, by a 


{tranger ; you, fir, generouſly haſten- 
ed to my relief =You have humane- 
ly, taken care of me in an illneſs 
which has almoſt brought me to 


the grave, and you are entitled to 


my ſincereſt, my moſt grateful ac- 


knowledgments,—l with I could 
make any return for' the favours you 


have conferred upon me, but I will 
die rather than repay the civilities 


IJ have received from you in the 
manner you ſeem to expect.—[ 


will, therefore, leave your houſe— 


I ſhall never forget what you have 


done for me, and if ever. fortune 
puts it into my power to make ac- 


knowledgments more adequate to 
the obligations I am under to you, 
I ſhall endeavour to ſhew my grati- 
tude to you, in a better way than 


X —_y can at amy for having 
been 


1ST 


been ſo e kind to me when 
I was inexpreſſibly diſtreſſed. 
Here the ſweet, - injured girl 


ceaſed to ſpeak—i loved her before 
I heard her tory, I doated on her 


after ſhe had related it —The noble 
frankneſs of her diſpoſition, the 
irreſiſtible charms of her perſon, 
and the enchanting delicacy of her 


manners have fixed me for ever 


hers—But what can I do? though 
I am thoroughly aſftured that G is 
purity itſelt- 
ciently proved her virtue by repelling 


the attacks of the man ſhe fo dearly 
loves?) yet this ſlur upon her cha- 
racter is a ſhocking one -I hardly 
know how to act in this extraordi- 
nary affair However I need not 


put myſelf into ſuch a hurry; ſhe. 


will never, I am afraid, love any 


man, except the fellow who has de- 
ceived her — To double my diſ- 


quiet, ſhe looks as if ſhe was going 
to fall a victim to her unfortunate 
D 3 paſſion 


(has ſhe not ſuffi- 
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paſſion for him. — When I think of 


lofing her I am diſtracted, 


LET TSA FH. 
Miſe Sommers to M15 Hamilton. 


have been twice to your father's, 
my Lucy ; but why muſt I add 
to no purpoſe; your unrelenting 
parents will not hear of your re- 
turning to them; they perſiſt in 


believing that you cannot have 


eſcaped the worſt of evils; they 


perſiſt in believing that you have 


been ruined by the man in whom 
you thought you had all the reaſon 
in the world to place an unlimited 
confidence—They alſo very much 
diſapprove of your continuing with 
Mr. Brudenel, who is known, they 
fay, to be a man of pleaſure; your 
continuance with him makes them 
look upon you as abandoned, and 


it is not in my power to alter their 
pM: opinions: 
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opinions; it is, however, in my 
power to aſſiſt you in making ſome 
proviſion for yourſelf as ſoon as you 
are well enough to come abroad 


Iwill do all I can to procure you a 


decent aſylum — 'tis in vain to 
aſſert your innocence: before people 
who will not give credit to my 


aſſertions—Your ſiſter contributes, 


I am afraid, to the degradation of 
your character by the invectives 
which jealouſy forces her to throw 
out againſt you, and your father 
and mother affirm that if they take 
you home, after having run away 
from them, your. return will be 
highly prejudicial to your fiſter, as 
every body will think it an en- 
couragement to her. to follow your 
footſteps.— This is all I can get out 
of them, and my own father and 


mother are but too much in the 


ſame way of thinking. — What 

aſſiſtance, therefore, I give you, 

mult be given privately, or I ſhall 
2; %% en 
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certainly be prevented—T cannot 
think the rigid ſentiments by which 

our parents are actuated to be com- 

mended; I am the leſs inclined to 
approve of them when I reflect 
upon your ſevere ſufferings in con- 
ſequence of them,—But yet, my 
amiable friend, let me perſuade 
you to ſabſeribe to them, as the 
reputation of a young woman is 
io very tender that the ſlighteſt 
breath of calumny is fatal to it.— 
Beſides, I cannot thoroughly com- 
mend. your Mr, Brudenel's be- 
haviour—Remember Bever: who 
could be more tender, and more 
inſinuating, meerly to deſtroy ? be 
upon your guard, therefore, and 
be ready to leave Mr. Brudenel as 
ſoon as a proper place can be found 
for you— Do not be caſt down, my 
ſweet friend: things may turn out 
better than you expect : take care 
of your health: be particularly 
attentive to your health; I can 
truſt 
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truſt you with regard to your honour 


as you are now ** a diſtance from 


10 Bever —after the trial which you 
„have gone through, ſurely you may 


reuch of man. 
alſo may, by a regular life, under 
the inſpection of a diſcreet, friendly 
perſon of your own lex, be reſtored, 


a T ths. 


ae So wane hos 
SO => "Fi: Lg $a RD 2 NCD N 85 
A Er nos N r 


Once more let me intreat you, my 

* deareſt Lucy, to receive conſolation; 3 

76 and to believe me 

11 Yours, ever ſincerely, 

| ever oc. FO 
M. SOMMERS.. -. 
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5 be truſted any where: yet you 
— are, undoubtedly, ſafer out of the 
Your reputation 


if ſuch a perſon. can be found. 
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LE TT 
Mr. B. el to Sir George Mil- 


Bourne. 


ITNMIsS amiabie creature gains 
upon me every hour. I love 
her, George; love her ſincerely: 
J cannot poſſibly think ſuch a face 
deceitful : your precaution, there- 
fore, though well intended, is un- 
ſeaſonable. Many men, you ſay, - 


{ as knowing as myſelf, have been 
15 taken in by artful women, who 
maakec it their ſtudy to affect a ſim- 
} plicity in their behaviour in order 
J 4 dupe, with the greater certainty, 


the man on whom they happen to 
fix: but this is quite an artleſs 
creature, there is an unfeigned 
Ffrankneſs, and a noble fincerity in 
her countenance which ſhew her to 
be unacquainted with hypoeriſy.— 
She received a letter, yeſterday, 

: ; : ; he from 


cannot accept of your generous 


P : . 
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offer, I will remain under your pro- 
tection till I can ſettle myſelf more 


to my ſatisfaction ; becauſe I think, 
added ſhe, with a look which 


thewed ſhe placed a confidence in 
me, that I may truſt myſelf with 
the man, who would marry a-woman 
without a fortune, without friends, 
and even without a character. 

I thanked her for this delicious 
condeſcenſion, George, though I 
lamented my inability to touch her 
heart. I live in hopes, however, 
of gaining that grand point by and 
by.—She has loved this rogue Bever 
violently ; and were ſhe capable of 


conquering her paſſion for him 


eaſily, I ſhould not have an high 


idea of her conſtancy—the woman 


who 1s given to change, can never 


be long conſtant to any man. 


LE T- 
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agreeable enough to pleaſe a man, 
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ND Py you” think me abſo- 
lutely mad to offer to marry 
a girl on ſo ſlight an acquaint- 


ance ? — But is ſhe not exquiſitely 


handſome; has ſhe not an excellent 
underſtanding ? has ſhe not an en- 
chanting Naivete, and a _—_— 
at once alluring and forbidding ? 

Where now, in your ſevere opinion, 
can I find a more perfect crea- 

ture : Of her perfections you may 
be aſſured, from my deſeription of 
her, but were you to gaze on her 
beauteous form, were you to liſten 
to her melodious accents you would 


feel what I feel—your ſoul would 
be almoſt diflolved in love. 


Why ay ; there is many a woman 
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as a miſtreſs, who would not do for 
a wife. 

A miſtreſs! can I think of S | 
diſhonourable propoſals to a woman 
who has had virtue enough to reſiſt 
the man ſhe. doats on in ſpite of 
his infamous behaviour ?—W hat a 
violence ſhall I offer to humanity, as 
well as honour, by deceiving an in- 
nocent girl, who has given me the 
ſtrongeſt proofs of her tenderneſs? 
Had Bever told her at once that he 
never ſhould marry her, ſhe would, 
undoubtedly, have been able to get 
y the better of her inclination for 
15 him, before it grew to ſuch an over- 
; | powering height. She, therefore, 

very juſtly calls. him for his trea- 
chery, baſe and unmanly.— With 
E | an unfeeling flirt any liberties may 
YN be taken, but a woman of a really 
| tender diſpoſition ought to be treat- 
ed in a very different manner — 
1 never met with a woman ſuperior - 
to Lucy with regard to virtuous 
ſentiments : 
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fentiments : her heart is as pure as 
her perſon is lovely: with ſuch a 
woman I ſtand the faireſt chance 
to be happy : and yet this woman 
has refuſed to marry me——She 
acts right by refuſing me: ſtill re- 
gretting her firſt lover, the cannot ſo 
ſoon diveſt herſelf of the pleaſing. 
hopes ſhe had entertained of being 
happy with him.—She has alſo to 
lament his not being the man of 
honour ſhe imagined him to be. 
How cruelly muſt ſuch a delicate. 
heart as. hers be affected by ſo un- 
expected a behaviour She muſt 
have time to recover from this 
diſappointment; and I will make it 
my buſineſs to gain her eſteem, by 
giving her every day more and 
more reaſon to believe that ſhe may 
very ſafely continue to remain here 
under my. protection.—— She has 
been ſo much affected by hearing, 
from a female friend, that her 
parents will, on no account, re- 
X oy celve 
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on her 


r 
ceive her, that her fever is return- 
ed: The Doctor aſſures me, in- 
deed, that it is a very flight one, 
yet I tremble with apprehen- 
fions Gueſs then to what a de- 
gree I love her—love her! I doat 


LETTER XI. 
Mi io Hamilton to N. ifs Sommers. | 


my dear Patty ; yet the kind- 
neſs you have ſhewn for me by 
pleading to my father and mother 
in my behalf, cannot be ſufficiently 
acknowledged: but tell me, my 
friend, is it not hard, very hard, to 


be ſo ſoon caſt off; to be abandoned 


for my ii offence I readily grant 


that I have been guilty of a great 


indiſcretion but to be denied the 


Ding © of my parents, after 


aving ſo ſeverely ſuffered,, and 
|  — 


0 UR letter went to my heart, 
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ſincerely repented 
am I treated! ſuppoſing my father 
and mother to have ever been fonder 
of my filter than of me, yet I am 
alſo their child—I have the ſame 
natural right to expect the exertion 
of their tenderneſs in- my favour, 
as ſhe has to expect it in hers— 
Nor let my ſiſter be ſo virulent 


againſt me for the preference given 
me by Mr. Bever, which has been 


attended with conſequences ſo fatal 
to me; let her rather be thankful 
that ſhe has eſcaped the afflict ion 
which I have endured, which I 


Jill endure. —My feelings at this 
time are ſufficiently painful; and 


no girl ſmarting under the ſame 
would wiſh to be diſtinguiſhed by 
the men— Vet it is ſtill zy lot, 


Patty to be diſinguiſbed — This 
Mr. Brudenel, from whom you ſo 


earneſtly urge me to fly, has made 
me an offer which I know not 


how to put on a footing with 
| | Mr. 


How cruelly 


= 69 ) 
Mr. Bever's, becauſe he has de- 
clared that he will go to my father, 
and deſire him to be preſent at the 
ceremony which is to ſecure me 
an - honourable, and enviable alli- 
ance.—But I cannot accept of it. 
I cannot think of marrying a man 
who is not in poſſeſſion of my 
heart. By ſo doing I ſhould make 
a baſe return indeed for the favours 
I Have received, which J con- 
tinually receive—I am unable to 
deſcribe his perpetual endeavours 
to amuſe and to entertain me.— 
He appears ſo diſtreſſed when he 
does not ſucceed that I cannot help 
pitying him; yet I can only feel 
pity for him: and pity will not 
ſufficiently recompenſe him for all 
which he does, for all which he is 
willing to do for me.— While I was 
thinking of leaving him, meerly 
through diſcretion, I. was attacked 
with a return of my fever, and 
could ſcarce lift up my head from 
the 


the pillow. The Doctor, however, 
ſays, that I muſt not lie in bed as 


I ſhall be too much weakened by ſo 


doing I, therefore, fit up till I am 
ready to drop.-Mr. Brudenel con- 
trives a thouſand methods to render 


my diſorder ſupportable: yet I will 


go from him as ſoon as I am able; 
but, ſick as Iam, who will let me 


in ?—T muſt have patience. In the 


mean time do you kindly continue 
to enquire after a proper place for 
me—and remember that I ſhall be 
moſt willing, when my health and 


ſtrength return to do any thing in 


an honeſt way to procure a ſub- 
ſiſtence; my honeſt endeavours may 
in time, perhaps, reconcile me to 
my dear father and mother, and 
enable me to make proper acknow- 
ledgments to my excellent Patty, 
for her very affectionate behaviour 
AW | 
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LETTER XII. 
Mr. Brudenel to Sir George Mil- 


Bourne. 


EVER tell me, George, that 
1 N Miſs Hamilton is a fly, artful 
creature, impoſſible !—Virtue and 
innocence ſtrikingly appear in all 
her looks; all her words and actions 
confirm the favourable appearance 
in her looks, and there is a ſimpli- 
city in her whole carriage which is, 
in my opinion, ſtrongly concluſive 
in her favour, though you would 


perſuade me that ſhe has invented 
a ſtory on purpoſe to draw me 


in ;—You alſo think that ſhe ap- 
pears to be uneaſy about ſtaying 


with me, and eager to depart that 


I may infiſt upon detaining her: 
but I know her behaviour is in 
conſequence of very different mo- 
tives,-I have ſeen a letter * 

"EY ſhe 
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ſhe received very lately from a 
friend ; perhaps you will endeavour 


to ms me believe that ſhe wrote 


it herſelf—I am fure ſhe did not— 
From the manner in which it is 
written, and from the manner in 
which it came to my peruſal, I am 
doubly convinced that it was never 
intended for. my inſpection.— In the 


firſt place, her friend plainly tells 


her that ſhe does not approve of 
my behaviour; preſſes her to leave 
me, and- aſſures her that ſhe. will 


endeavour to find a proper place 


for her.— That ſhall be y buſineſs, 


however. — This letter was alſo 


carefully concealed from my ſight, 


but your ſuſpicions, though I did 


not abſolutely give credit to them, 


naturally made me fearful of an 


impoſition: I was, therefore, driven 


to take a ſtep which I can neither 


approve of nor defend :—And yet 


d 


as my happineſs and honour were 


both at ſtake, I actually became 


capable 8 
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capable of an action of which, I 


once thought, I never could have 


been guilty—In ſhort, Milbourne, 


I obliged Bland to procure me 
a ſight of the letter — What a 
ſcandalous meanneſs ! to what de- 
ſpicable littleneſſes are we not 
prompted by ſuſpicion ? The truth 
is, when you had filled my mind 
with horrid apprehenſions, I could 


not reſt till J had fatisfied myſelf 


that they were ill grounded: I was 
even carried ſo far by them that 
I began to fancy I ſhould not be 


guilty of a criminal procedure by 


gratifying my curioſity. - My future 
peace depended entirely upon Lucy's 


ſincerity -was not my proceeding 


then rather laudable then repre- 
henfible ? But there is ſtill an 
extremely difficult point to gain 
How ſhall I wean her affections 
from this raſcal, and fix them on 
myſelf? Let him be ever ſo un- 
deſerving of ſuch a heart as Lucy's, | 
VoL I. E he 


( 74 3 
"TH appeared, no doubt, to be poſ- 


ſeſſed of every virtue when he 


made a conqueſt of it: and it is, 
certainly, no eaſy matter to * 
the impreſſion made by an in- 


ſinuating fellow upon a . the 
ſofteſt, the tendereſt to be con- 


ceived —How many men are there, 
and men too not of the mildeſt 
manners, not of the gentleſt affec- 
tions, who are never able to get over 


the inconſtancy of a favourite miſ- 
treſs or a wife of whom they have 
been exceſſively fond! Can I then 


expect a dear amiable girl ſtrongly 
prepoſſeſſed in favour of the man 


| who behaved like a villain to her, 


after he had made himſelf maſter 
of her heart Can I expect, I 


fay, ſuch a girl, ſo circum- 
ſtanced, readily to change the 
object of her love No- By the 
moſt flattering attentions, by the 
moſt conſtant aſſiduities, and by 
the ſtrongeſt ſolicitude to make 

myſelf 
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myſelf ſerviceable, by them only 


can I hope to make her feel ſenſa- 


tions ſimilar to my own: and I do 


hope that Iſhall, in time, kindle ſuch 
emotions in her tender breaſt. 
To what purpoſe do. you talk to 
me about Maria—She is a fine, 
lively girl indeed ; and I have long 
ſeen. that. my aunt would like to 
have a match between us: but I 


never had any engagements there 


I aſſure you, nor did I ever give 
Maria the ſlighteſt reaſon to believe 
that I thought her more agreeable 


than any other woman. 


LETTER In 


Mꝛilliam Bever Eſq. to Lord Muſ- 


grave. 


1 Found your three letters lying 
upon my table laſt night when 
I came in, or I ſhould not have 
now taken up my pen to write to 
EO” = 2 > vou 


r 
you: Will you believe it? Lucy 
Hamilton, that dear, delicious little 


devil, after whom I have ſo long 


dangled, has, at laſt, out- plotted 
me, juſt at the critical moment too 
when I fully expected to triumph 
over her in the compleateſt manner 
imaginable—Juſt when I had her 
in my arms, ſhe eſcaped me; I have 


been ever ſince, in ſearch of her, 


but I cannot find her out. This 


ſearch after her prevented me from 


calling at my houſe in town, and 


my people, expecting me every 


hour to return, and not knowing 
exactly where I was, ſent no letters 
to me This explanation will 


account for my not having taken 


any notice of your diſpatches to 
WE. 

You are no ſtranger to my rooted 
averſion to marriage; you will not, 
therefore, be ſurprized at my endea- 
vouring to get Lucy upon my own 
terms: yet, as ſhe had been very 
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ſtrictly educated, and was naturally 


chaſte, upon my ſoul I thought ſo— 
I knew that it would be to no pur- 
poſe to offer a ſettlement ; and I 
was not quite ſo abandoned as to 


make uſe of any of thoſe helliſh arts 


which ſubdue * ſenſes by intoxi- 


cation Beſides, I would not give 
a ſtraw for the meer perſon of the 
fineſt woman in the kingdom with- 
out the poſſeſſion of her heart: 
and that I had Lucy 23 I was 
pretty, well aſſured; I, therefore, 


laid a ſcheme 1 muſt have in- 


fallibly ſucceeded, I imagined—TI 
invented a plaufible tale of my 
uncle's being alarmed. about my 
marrying without ie approbation, 
and by the help of that tale pre- 
vailed. on her: to elope with me to 
Scotland; not deſigning, however, 
to go farther than a day's journey— 
Accordingly, I ſent my man to get 
every thing ready for the execution 


of my ſcheme ; ſuppoſing that after. 
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an 4 and piquant ſupper, 
accompanied with proper wines, 
and a profuſion of careſſes, my 
charmer might be eaſily induced to 
believe that we might without 


being in the leaſt criminally em 


ployed, proceed to the laſt intima- 
cies, as thoſe intimacies would be 
religiouſly licenſed in ſo ſhort a 
time: but I found myſelf con- 
foundedly out in my reckoning, 
for not all my vows, fighs, and 
tears could prove ſueceſsful Her 


virtue, Frank, was, actually, im- 


pregnable: and ſhe was fo exceed- 
ingly affected by the attack which 


I made upon her, that I became 


very much alarmed : I was ſtrongly 
apprehenſive of a fainting fit : ſome 
fellows, meer ſenſualiſts, would 
have conſidered ſuch a fit, as a 
fortunate event, but it would not 
have gratified me : beſides, I felt, 
at that inſtant, I really loved her : 


loved her better than I thought 
I did; 
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79 J 
1 did; and therefore, could not 
dear to render her miſerable by 
perſiſting to behave in a manner 
which would be deemed brutal 
I was alſo alarmed leſt I ſhould be 
diſcovered by the people of the 
houſe in making a vile- attempt 
upon her. — In conſequence of 
thoſe very diſagreeable agitations, 
I left her at her earneſt requelt ; 
and retired to my own apartment, in 
order to ſtrike upon a new ſcheme, 
hoping that ſhe would be a little 
come to herſelf in the morn- 
ing: And J flattered myſelf, that 
as there was no poſſibility of her 
returning home, ſhe would, at laſt, 
be diſpoſed to fall in with my 


original deſign, and conſent to live 


with me upon very eaſy terms.— 


_ Gueſs, then, my ſurprize and 
vexation when I found that ſhe had 


quitted the houſe, and that nobody 


knew any thing concerning her. 


All my purſuits after her have 
54. hitherto 


- er. 
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Werde been ineffectual: that ſhe 


is not at her father's I am certain; 
I was well aſſured, indeed, before 
I prevailed on her to elope that-ſhe 
would never be received at home 
again, as Mr. Hamilton is uncom- 
monly rigid in his behaviour to his 
children, and as her ſiſter is of a 


very envious, and jealous diſpo- 


fition.—How mortified, therefore, 
mult ſhe be to be thrown quite out 
of their protection; how doubly 
mortified muſt I be to loſe her at 
the very moment when I was 
going to reap the fruit of my 
dexterity and addreſs: what a 


curſed diſappointment ! it is not to 
be borne——There is ſtill an addi- 


tion to my mortification ; as ſhe is 


deprived of all hopes of returning 


to her family, ſhe muſt, neceſſa- 


rily, fall into the power of ſome 
man who will take advantage of 
all I have been doing, and find her 
2 enough to make him happy 
without 
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without any demurrage : that, that 


alone is ſufficient to diſtract me 
To think of another's poſſeſſing 
her charms | Racks and tor- 


| tures ! But I will never ſuffer ſuch 
an event—I will either tear her 


from him, or contrive ſome me- 


thods to ſeparate them — I will: 
. ſeparate them, or loſe my life. 


E ET TER 
Miſs Sommers to Miſs Hamilton. 


F this man, this Brudenel is in 

earneſt, Lucy; if it is poſſible 
for a man to be honeſt in a com 
merce with our ſex, ſeize, by all 
means, ſeize the lucky moment to 
regain your reputation; marry 


him, and let one man repair the 


injuries which you have received 
from another Talk not of de- 
licacy: a girl who has had ſpirit 


enough to fly from her father's 


=. houſe. 
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( 32 ) 
houſe with a man to whom ſhe 
was not married cannot—{I was 
going to ſay—but forgive me, my 
dear; I forget that love, ruinous to 
half our ſex gave you the courage 
which produced ſuch unhappy 


conſequences )—ought not to 


heſitate nicely about a ſtep which 


will, at once, procure an honour- 
able and advantageous ſituation in 


| life.—Take great care, however, 


my dear, that you are not a ſecond 
time deceived :— Accept, imme- 
diately, of Mr. Brudenel's offer to 
go to your father, and let your 
father, who will then be, no doubt, 
inſtantly, reconciled, give you to 
him at the altar. Reflect only, for 
a moment, on the brilliancy of 
ſuch a propoſal ; conſider what 
joy it will give your father and 
mother to ſee a child, whom they 
had given over as loſt, happily re- 
ſtored to them in a manner they 
could not have ventured to —_ 
or: 
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L 1 
for : conſider how deſervedly your 
ſiſter will be chagrined for her 
malevolence and cruelty with re- 
gard to you, and laſtly conſider 


-how gloriouſly Bever will be diſ- 


appointed : how juſtly rewarded for 
his villainous behaviour.—Need I 
ſay more my friend, to induce you 
to follow, without delay, the ad- 
vide of your 

| very ſincere 
M. SOMMERS» 


LET. T 
Miſs Hamilton to Miſs Sommers. 


AN my friend, my Patty, talk: 

in- this manner to her Lucy ? 
Can you, poſſibly, be fo little 
acquainted with my heart, or in- 
deed, with thoſe ſentiments which: 
ought to be—which I believed 
ever were—ſimilar to your own— 
you correct me juſtly for my im- 

; EE ' - prudent 


Se 
prudent carriage : your: cenſures 
are in the higheſt degree proper, 
and I thank you for them, I wiſh 
I could alſo thank you for looking 
upon things in their true light; 
but in that light you certainly do 
not look upon them at preſent 
How can I approve of the juſtneſs 
of your ſentiments when you tell 
me that I ought to take advantage 
of. the generoſity of one to make 
myſelf amends for the baſeneſs of 
another; when you urge me to 
marry hat man meerly to procure 
an honourable ſettlement, and to 
give him my hand, in return for 
his noble behaviour, without a 


character, without a heart !—In_ 


this zntereſted manner you would 


have me reward Mr. Brudenel for 


His eſteem for me; not conſidering 
that if I conſent to be his wife 
without feeling any love for him 
I ſhall render myſelf ſtill lower 
than ever in my own eyes: by 

| 3 


— 


[ 35 } 
ſucha marriage ſhall beſurely guilty 
of proſtitution in the worſt ſenſe of 
the word, becauſe actuated by mer- 
cenary motives. — Some women, 
perhaps, may receive pleaſure from 
their connections with one man 
while their affections are fixed 
upon another, but I am not one of 
thoſe. As to Mr. Bever I with 
not to let him ſee that I have it 
in my power to be married to a 
man with as large, if not a larger, 
fortune No; if he is not con- 
ſcious of the injury he has already 
done me, nothing that I can do 
will bring him to a right ſenſe of 
his conduct: if he 2, may he be 
puniſhed by reflecting on his diſ- 
honourable behaviour to an inno- 
cent girl who loved him, and who, 
conſequently, repoſed a confidence 
in him: 1 with him no other 
puniſhment : nor will I ever ſeek 
to inflict any other upon him: 
but I cannot bring myſelf, to im- 
poſe 


86 ] 


him to go to my father to aſk for 
his conſent, as he will not have 


mine. I wiſh, earneſtly, that my 


father would receive me again, and 


pardon the fault I have committed, 
yet if his forgiveneſs cannot be ob- 
tained unleſs I ſubſcribe to methods 


contrary to my judgment as well as 


to my inclination, I will continue 


to hope that I may by your means,. 
my friend, if you are not too much 


diſpleaſed with me for differing 
from you, find an aſylum where I 
may have liberty, at leaſt, to act 


agreeably to the dictates of my own 


conſcience — With regard to my 
ſiſter, I deſire not to raiſe her envy; 
and to excite her jealouſy a ſecond: 
time, though I cannot help think- 
ing that ſhe has treated me with 
very great unkindneſs. 

4 3 Adieu. 


poſe on Mr. Brudenel by ſuffering 


LET- 
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LETTER XVI. 
Mr. Brudenel to Sir George Mit 


Bourne. 


Find, every hour, more reaſon 
both to admire, and to eſteem 
Miſs Hamilton: ſhe is of a moſt 
amiable diſpoſition, ſo much gentle- 
neſs, united with ſo ſtrong yet ſo 


refined an underſtanding is rarely 


to be met with.—She ſtill perſiſts 


in her reſolution to leave me: but 


as ſhe has no place to go to, nor 


any hopes of being reconciled to 


her father and mother — particu- 
larly the former—ſhe is very un- 


happy—the lowneſs of her ſpirits, 


occaſioned by her melancholy re- 


flections has injured her health fo 


much that I have been exceedingly 


alarmed.—I determined to make a 
viſit, myſelf, to Mr. Hamilton, 
and to inform him how unjuſtly 


his 


—— — — ine * 
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his daughter has been afflicted by 


his ſeverity : a ſeverity which could 


not be of any ſervice to his other 
children, but which might be in 
the higheſt degree, detrimental to 


ger. — ] went, witbout cmmuni- 


cating my deſign to Lucy. 

J was received by the old gentle- 
man with a pride and ſtiffneſs 
which a good deal diſguſted me, 
though his perſon was agreeable 
It could not, indeed, beotherwile, 
as there was a ſtrong reſemblance 
to his daughter's obſervable in it.— 
To that reſemblance alone he was 


indebted for the civility I paid 


him — However, I could make 


nothing of him! ſolemnly aſſured 


him * I was ready to marry 
his daughter the moment I had ob- 


tained. her conſent, and that his 


taking her home would, probably, 


_— 


ſave her life, yet I could not pre- 


vail on him to make any abatement 


of his anger againſt this poor, 


82 


dear. 


(.% ) 


dear girl—T could only bring him 


to ſay that if I married his daugh- 
ter — (by the way he ſtrongly 
queſtioned my ſincerity with his 
eyes) — he would then ſee her. 
When I came home I found 
Lucy ſo weak, and ſo low, that I 
was ſome time in doubt whether 
I ſhould relate what had paſled 
between her father and me: but 
hoping that my narration might, 
poſſibly, induce her to accept of 


me I entered upon it ; only taking 
care to ſoften all the aſperities with 


which her father's refuſal was at- 
tended. 


My narrative was too much for 


her: ſhe was ready to faint—lT 
haſtened to ſupport her: ſhe leaned 


on me, and, lifting up her charm- 


ing eyes, in which grief was moſt 
forcibly expreſſed, ſhe ſaid, with 
a ſigh, «Oh! Mr. Brudenel ; how 
much am I obliged to you, though 
you have not been ſucceſsful ! I 

have, 
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have, indeed, but one friend in the 


world except yourſelf.” 
Think not of hat friend, replied 


I, ſtraining her to my breaſt, you 
have no need of any friend but 


me—] will be every thing you can 
deſire, for I am ſure that you can- 


not long ſuffer your mind to dwell 


upon a man who has ſo groſſly de- 


ceived you. 


No, anſwered ſhe, while a deep 


bluſh crimſoned her lovely face, 
which ſhe attempted to cover with 
Her hand, **no, fir ; but I cannot 
yet be every thing you would have 


me—]I cannot ſo ſoon forget 
Would my father but condeſcend 
to take me home, time, and your” 
merit, Mr. Brudenel, will, doubt- 
leſs efface all former indiſcreet im- 
preflions : — His ſeverity — though: 


J have deſerved it —almoſt breaks. 


my heart.“ 
I pitied her ne Mil- 


bourne: = would haye pitied 


her ; 3. 
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1 
Ker ; every man of ſenſibility would. 
have felt compaſſion for her—— 
My looks diſcovered my feelings 


1 could not take my eyes from her 


enchanting face, rendered ſtill more 


alluring by her forrow—yet was 


I fearful of giving her offence, as 
ſhe, more than once, averted her 


beauteous eyes to avoid the ardent. 


gaze of mine—1I was confiderably 
pained at the thoughts of having 
occaſioned a moment's uneaſineſs 


to her. I ſunk down at her feet— 


I fervently intreated her to pardon 
me if I had —involuntarily—diſ- 
pleaſed her. —She raiſed me, with 
a ſmile of benignity which darted 
comfort to my drooping ſoul.-She 
ſtretched out her hand: I preſſed 
it to my boſom, and to my lips 
with a tenderneſs which ſeemed to 
move her, for ſhe ſmiled with ſtill 


more complacency, — Dear, dear 


girl! If I ſhould, at laſt, touch 
5 her 


{ 92 J 
My tears almoſt blind me- I muſt 
conclude, another time. 


I: Continuation. 


R. Brudenel ſurprized me, 
weeping. He has thought 
of a ſcheme to reconcile me, in 
ſome meaſure, to mylelf, and to 
make my family look upon me 
with more conſideration— His de- 
ſign is to introduce me to lady 
Wharton his aunt who is, he 
aſſures me, of a very aftable diſ- 
poſition; and who will, he adds, 
treat me with reſpe&t on His ac- 
'count—Yet, had I all the merit 
aſcribed to'me by Mr. Brudenel— 
(Men will flatter, Patty) what 
woman of her rank in life will re- 
ceive a poor loſt girl! who has 
eloped from her parents, who is 
totally neglected by them, and 
whoſe health, peace and character 
are deſtroyed ?—T inſiſted upon the 
extreme improbability of her lady- 
ſhip's 
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4.93 ] 
ſhip's looking upon me in the ex- 
pected light, but my generous 
lover continued to afſure me that 
he knew his aunt too well to be 
miſtaken—He then left me to go 


and talk with her upon the intended 


ſubject. 

Soon after he was gone a number 
of diſagreeable thoughts crowded 
into my mind : but I was parti- 
cularly diſquieted by the appre- 
henſions which I felt with regard 
to Mr. Brudenel's ſincerity: I 
tremble with fear leſt I ſhould be 
again deceived. — Well may /he 
tremble who has been once de- 
luded, and be apprehenfive of a 
ſecond impoſition. I muſt, there- 
fore, intreat you, my dear friend, 
to make ſome enquiry concerning 
this lady, that I may be acquainted 
with her character, and have alſo 
ſome idea of her perſon, leſt there 
ſhould be deceit in that heart which 
is, apparently, filled with all the 

virtues 


( 


virtues by which human nature 
can be adorned. — Forgive me, 5 
Mr. Brudenel—I u⁰b doubt- Bever 
has given me a very indifferent 
opinion of mankind—Be ſpeedy, 
therefore my dear friend, in your 3 
enquiries, as you value the ſafety of 
your affectionate 

L. HAMIL ToN. 4 

P. 8. Mr. Brudenel tells me 4 
that Lady Wharton has a houſe = 
Windſor. 
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LETTER XVII. 
Mr.  Brudenel to Sir George Mil- 


bourne. | q 
/ 133 dear girl has been ſo 9 
diſtreſſed by her father's in- : 

difference that I am abſolutely E 
wretched about her—Her melan- 

choly increaſes: her diſorder gathers 
ſtrength—I have endeavoured to 

| think of a ſcheme the execution of 
which 


2 


( 97 ) 
which may retrieve her eharacter. 
raiſe me in her opinion, and, 
perhaps warm her heart with a 
ſofter paſſion than pity—By bring- 


Ing lady Wharton to countenance 


her I ſhall reſtore her character 
to its original luſtre, and coun- 
tenanced ſhe muſt be by her lady- 
{hip as ſoon as I can prevail on her 
to give me her hand: if my good 
aunt ſhould prove refractory indeed, 
I ſhall never think of viſiting her 
again,—It will be better for lady 
Wharton to make no oppoſition to 
my deſign; and it will be both 
for her honour and mine, as well 
as for Miſs Hamilton's reputation 
to let the world perceive, that He 
is eſteemed by my family rather 
before our marriage than after- 


Wards. 
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I. Continuation. 
I Have been to pay. a viſit to 
lady Wharton, I told her Lucy's 


ſtory, and acquainted her with my 
firm reſolution to marry her. 


You may imagine that her lady- 
ſhip diſcovered: ſome ſurprize, and 
diſlike: ſhe diſcovered both the 
one and the other but finding me 
determined, ſhe at length, con- 
ſented to receive Miſs Hamilton 
into her family—governed, I be- 
lieve, entirely, by the above-men- 
tioned reaſons—and to treat her as 
a perſon who was to be ſoon related 
to her. 


When I had gained my point 


I flew home to the charming girl, 


fully imagining that I ſhould make 


her quite as eaſy, as ſhe could be, 


with regard to every thing but 
Bever's behaviour, which it was not 


in my power to change; and you 


may believe I did not with to 
change 


LW] 
ehange it, Conceive, then, my 
ſurprize and concern when ſhe, 


turning pale, looked diſappointed, 


and was filent. I felt myſelf, 1 


confeſs, ſo very much diſappointed 


that I did not immediately recover 


from the unexpected ſtroke. As 
ſoon as I was able to ſpeak, I ſaid, 


Do you then heſitate, my dear 


Miſs Hamilton, about going to 
Lady Wharton's at Windſor : I 
flatter myſelf that change of air 
may be of ſervice to you—Your 
ſpirits alſo will grow better from 
the variety of company you may 
meet with there, who will all treat 

you with the reſpect due to your 
merit. 

She curt'ſied, and replied — I 
thank you, fir, but I fear my ill 
health will not permit me to think 
of giving any trouble to your fami- 
ly—I ſhall ſoon, I hope, hear of a 
proper ſituation for me— _ 


F 2 With 


E 

With theſe words ſhe imme— 
diatcly left me. Now what con- 
cluſion am I to draw from all this? 
I am, I own, exceedingly per- 
plexed. — She cannot have any 
thing to apprehend from my re- 
_ lations who will certainly, whether 
they like her or not, behave to her 
olitely, at leaſt, on my account 


But I hear her coming. 
; Adieu. 


LETT ME. 
Miſs Sommers to Miſs Hamilton. 


1 Have made every enquiry you can 
deſire, my dear Lucy, and have 
been, unexpectedly, fortunate The 
erſon to whom I went, in ſearch 
of the wiſhed for intelligence, 18 
a ſort of companion to Lady 
Wharton's mother; ſhe has always 
been eſteemed by her ladyſhip, 
and is {till ſo much in her favour 
as 


6 
as to be conſulted frequently by her 


upon any particular occaſion. 
As ſoon as I had mentioned her 


ladyſhip, and hinted ſomething 


about Mr. Brudenel, Mrs. Pledger 


moſt luckily ſaid, that lady Whar- 
ton was under a good deal of con- 
cern about her nephew who was, 
ſhe believed, attached to a low- 
born girl, in every reſpect un- 
worthy of him: adding that he 
had deſired her to entertain the 


girl a few weeks at Windſor, as he 


wiſhed to remove her into the 
country, and did not know with 
whom to place her, and that ſhe 
had, at laſt, complied with his 
requeſt, though ſhe thought it a 
very extraordinary one, in order to 
judge of the merit of the young 
perſon in whoſe praiſe Mr. Brudenel 
had been ſo loud, and on whom 
he had been ſo laviſh of his enco- 
miums. 


* 


I ſeemed 
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J ſeemed not to attend to this 

preamble, but inſtantly aſked her 
what kind of a figure lady Whar- 
ton was? 
Of a middle fize, replied ſhe; 
her complexion is clear: ſhe has 
dark hair, and a great deal of 
dignity in her carriage: ſhe has 
much affability in her e countenance, 
and eaſe in her manner. — She 
cou be very handſome had ſhe 
not a red mark on her right cheek 
which is, they fay, a bunch of 
raſberries; and that mark ſome- 
times, eſpecially when ſhe is warm, 
has rather a * appear- 
ance.“ 

This information was ſufficient— 
There can be no impoſition here; 
for Mrs. Pledger knew not my 
reaſon for enquiring about her lady- 
ſhip; and ſhe, conſequently, could 
have no deſign in her anſwers.— 
You may, therefore, I think, ſafely 
venture, my dear Lucy—the ſooner 


the 


. 
the better to put yourſelf under 


the protection of a woman of her 
birth and faſhion. —The protection 


of ſuch a woman will reſtore your 


character, and I dare believe that 
your innocent face, and unaffected 
behaviour, will thoroughly con- 
vince her that every report to your 
diſadvantage is falſe.—And then, 


my dear, you will have nothing to 


do but to accept of Mr. Brudenel's 
offered hand directly, in order to 
produce a reconciliation with your 
own family : that ſo deſirable a re- 
conciliation may be ſpeedily effect- 
ed, is the fincere with of, 

Your ever affectionate, 


M. SOMMERS. 
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LETTER XX. 
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Mr. Brudenel to Sir 1 Mil- 


bourne. 


Have ſucceeded. Miſs Hamil- : 


ton goes with me to Windſor 
in a few days: ſhe is perfectly 
charming : 
which I was ſo much puzzled re- 


ſulted entirely from prudence. As 


the had been ſo grofsly impoſed 
upon, her fears were indeed com- 
mendable. Yet, will you believe 


it, ſhe fancied that I was going to 


carry her to a fictitious Lady Whar- 
ton.— Heavens! how extremely ſhe 
wronged me II doat, however, on 
her diſcretion : it makes her a thou- 
ſand times more amiable, and con- 
ſequently increaſes her value. I 


cannot ſtay now to write a long 


letter. I am preparing every thing 


to render her little journey as a- 
greeable 


the heſitation about 


— 


1 


6 


greeable as poſſible, — Beſides, I 
cannot leave her a moment. 


Adieu. 
LETTER AXE 
From the ſame to the ſame. 
Windſor. 

Brought down my charming girl 
to this place in my poſt-chaiſe 
and four. I had taken care pre- 
viouſly to ſee that ſhe was furniſh- 
ed with every thing neceſſary to 
make her accommodations com- 
pleat. I gave her a pocket- book 
as ſoon as ſhe had conſented to ac- 
company me, with a hundred pound 
bank note incloſed, defiring her 
earneſtly to order cloaths, &c. &c. 
fit for her appearance at Windſor. 
she bluſhed, and heſitated again. 
— My dear Miſs Hamilton, ſaid 
J, do not let me embarraſs you, but 
rs ſurely muſt he ſenſible that a 


change of dreſs will be abſolutely 
* requi- 


(16 ) 

requiſite, and I am afraid your 
wardrobe has been hitherto very ill 
ſupplied. Had I not been appre- 
hentive of alarming your delicacy, 
I ſhould have, long ago, requeſted 
your acceptance of this trifle. 
(Bland, inde:d, had furniſhed her 
with linen, &c. &c. as ſhe had 
been fick almoſt all the time du- 
ring her reſidence with me.) 

It is no trifle, Mr. Brudenel, 
replied ſhe, it will lay me under 
great obligations, 

You muſt not, ſhall not think 
fo, ſaid I, for you are, at this mo- 
ment, conferring a conſiderable fa- 
vour upon me, by accepting this 
{mall proof of my friendſhip. 

She bowed, and, after a ſhort 
pauſe, told me that it was too large 
a ſum, and that a few guineas 
would be ſufficient, as ſhe did not 
doubt but that her father, however 
incenſed againſt her, would give her 
up her cloaths, | 

Lou 
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You ſhall not aſk him, my 
dear Miſs Hamilton, ſaid I : only 
condeſcend to order what is ne- 
ceſſary for your appearance at Wind- 
for :—My aunt, if you approve of 
ſuch a mode, ſhall defray your ex- 
pences: let me, however, intreat 
you to keep that bill: you may 
want it; and if you never ſhould 
have any occaſion for it, you can 
but return it to me at laſt. 

She ſighed: a few tears ſtole 
down her charming face. —Reco- 
vering (herſelf a little, ſhe replied, 
After what you have done for 
me, Sir, I ſhould have no will but 
yours : yet I ſhall be made more 
eaſy by your taking back the bill, 
and by lending me only ten gut- 
neas. 

That is far too ſmall a ſum, 
anſwered I; let Bland then como 
in to receive your orders: I will 
ſet, down the ſeveral articles, and 
* ſhall be at liberty to do what 

F 6 _ 
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: you pleaſe with the remainder of 
the money. 


She took, herſelf, my pencil, and 
wrote upon a ſheet of paper the li- 
nen, &c. &c. which ſhe ſhould 
want; and as I inſiſted upon her 
having every thing the beſt of the 
kind, there were not, when an 
elegant change of every part of 
dreſs was fixed upon, above five and 
twenty guineas left: I begged her 
to take them for her pocket- mo- 
ney,” as ſhe would, undoubtedly, 
find them very ſerviceable to her at 
my aunt's. 

We had a long diſpute about the 
fineneſs of the lace and linen, and 
the richneſs of the filks : ſhe de- 
clared, over and over again, that 
the plaineſt of every fort was moiſt 


proper for her: but I carried my 


point at laſt, and only conſulted 
her fancy about colour and form, 
in which ſhe diſcovered a charm- 


ing taſte. 
While 


1 

While we waited in town for 
the making up her cloaths, ſhe 
dropped not a ſingle acknowledg- 
ment, -not one grateful expreſſion : 
ſhe ſcarcely thanked me for what I 
had done, but immediately, from 
that moment, changed her beha- 
viour. She became attentive to me 
alone, ſtudious to pleaſe me, and 
received every little return on my 
part in a manner which gave me 
the greateſt reaſon to hope I ſhould, 
one day, gain her.—But, though I 
die to be in the poſſeſſion of her 
lovely perſon, what is her hand 
without her heart, of which I am 
not yet, I ſee plainly, maſter : her 
ſighs and tears frequently aſſure me 
that her heart ſtill beats for Be- 
ver.— Time, however, may weaken 
her firſt attachment, and ripen the 
eſteem which ſhe, I believe, now 
feels for me, into love.— l will, at 
leaſt, give way to the flatteries of 
5 hope. 


1 
hope. — But, to proceed with my 
narrative— 

When her cloaths were brought 
home, inſtead of being elated at 
the ſight of them, ſhe rather ſeem- 
ed to be unuſually depreſſed ; and 
it was with much difficulty that 
Bland could prevail on her to try 
them on. 

For a long time ſhe complained 
of a violent head-ach, and lowneſs 
of ſpirits, which increaſed as the 
day for our journey to Windſor 
approached, —I ſhall never forget, 
while I exiſt, the elegant figure ſhe 
made when we came down to 
breakfaſt, on the morning we ſat 
out.—Her gown was a light brown 
luſtring, ſhot with white, and it 
was trimmed with a rich blond- 
Jace : this, with a ſtomacher and. 
ſleeve-knots of pale pink, ſuited 
her delicate complexion beyond ex- 

reſſion; a ſmail laced handker- 
ef ſhaded her ſnowy neck. — 
Her 


4 


bled extremely. 
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Her fine” hair, which has not yet 
been under the hands of a hair- 
dreſſer, was combed lightly over a 
roll, on which ſhe wore a very be- 
coming blond-hood; upon Zhat 


there was a black hat lined with 


white, and laced with a deep lace, 
half of which hung over her eyes, 
and added new beauties to her 
lovely face: ſuch was her dreſs, 
and ſo alluring a languor was spread 
over her elegant features, accom- 
panied with an appearance of the 


moſt bewitching ſenſibility, that I 


was almoſt wild; I was loſt in rap- 
tures ; I adm her to madneſs; 


J ſcarce knew any thing I was a- 
bout.— J ſhould have been quite 


intoxicated, had I not obſerved 
that ſhe was unhappy, and that her 
ſpirits were uncommonly fluttered. 
—She could not eat. When I led 
her to the chaiſe, her hand trem- 
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When we were ſeated, I told 
her, that I hoped ſhe was not fo 
much diſordered from any averſion 
to the journey to Windlor. 

No, ſhe replied, with a fault- 

ering voice: but what reception 
can I expect from Lady Wharton, 
Mr. Brudenel ? 
Ihe politeſt, the moſt reſpect- 
ful reception you can defire, Miſs 
Hamilton, ſaid I, preſſing her hand. 
he aſſured that I love you too 
fondly, and eſteem you too fin- 
cerely, to venture to carry you to 
my aunt, without being certain of 
her treating you in a proper man- 
ner: and I very much hope that 
her behaviour will be thoroughly 
. agreeable to you. 

My repeated aſſurances of this 
kind did not give her the alacrity 
which I wiſhed to ſee.—She was 
filent, for ſome time, and all my 
endeavours to amuſe her, to raiſe 


her drooping ſpirits, were unſuc- 
ceſsful, 


1 
ceſsful. At laſt, I began to be 
afraid ſhe was fatigued, and aſked 
her if I ſhould order my people to 
ſtop, that ſhe might take ſome re- 
freſhment. 5 | 

She replied in the negative, but 
added, that ſhe was a very impro- 

er perſon to wait upon Lady 

99 as her ill health might 
render her both diſagreeable and 
troubleſome. 

Nothing can make you diſagree- 
able; nothing can render you trou- 
bleſome, anſwered I — Vou may 
be quite eaſy in your mind with 
regard to your health, on Lady 
Wharton's account; for I have 
prepared her to expect an invalid; 
and ſhe will be ready to make al- 
lowance for any indiſpoſition under 
which you may labour, ——The 
change of air, and company, will, 
I hope, Miſs Hamilton, perfectly 
re-eſtabliſh your health, | 5 

; She 


( 114 ) 

She ſighed, and ſeemed greatly 
embarraſſed. —Juſt before we ar- 
rived at Windſor, I eagerly intreat- 
ed her to make herſelf quite hap- 
py, and to look upon herſelf at 
home at Lady Wharton's.—If the 
ſmalleſt trifle, continued I, happens 
to diſconcert you, inform me of it 
immediately; I will do every thing 
in my power to exclude uneaſineſs 
from your mind. 

She thanked me.—We drove in- 
to the court-yard.—I led her into 
the drawing-room in which Lady 
Wharton and Miſs Elliſon waited 
to receive her. | 
Mifs Hamilton and my aunt 
looked earneſtly at each other. I 
obſerved, with pleaſure, that the 
dear girl's face glowed with ſatiſ- 
faction while my lady ſaluted her, 
and aſſured her, in a manner equal- 
ly polite and ſincere, (her looks. 


and her voice denoted her ſincerity) 


that 


( 115 ] 
that ſhe was very glad to ſee her 
at Windſor. | 

I reached her a chair, for ſhe 
was very weak: and as the had 
looked ready to faint at her en- 
trance, my lady, therefore, called 
for ſome tent and toaſt, and obliged 
her to eat a bit, aſſuring her it 
would refreſh her a good deal after 
her journey,—You have been very 
Ill, Miſs Hamilton, Brudenel tells 
me, continued ſhe; and you muſt, 
with the air, have alſo a little good 
nurſing. Lucy ſmiled, and in a 
voice which would have charmed 
inſenfibility, ſaid, Your Lady- 
ſhip does me great honour. 

We ſoon fell into converſation. 
I faw, tranſported, that Lucy im- 
proved upon them, and could have 
hugged my aunt for her behavi- 
our, which was extremely encou- 
raging, and which pleaſed Lucy ſo 
much, that as ſoon as we were by 
ourſelves, ſhe thanked me for hav- 
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ing introduced her to ſo amiable a 
family. 3 
Maria Elliſon is, you know, 
good-natured, and well bred. Miſs 
Hamilton will, therefore, find a 


companion of a more ſuitable age, 


ſhould ſhe be tired of my aunt's 
company, who tells me that ſhe far 


exceeds her higheſt expectations,— 
Moſt men, added ſhe, talk in ex- 


aggerated terms, when they men- 


tion their miſtreſſes; but you, 


James, have but barely done Miſs 
Hamilton juſtice.— There is a mo- 
deſty in her looks, and a diffidence 
in her whole carriage, which are 
exceedingly becoming in ſo very 
pretty a young perſon. How could 
any man think of ſedueing ſo fine a 


creature, and ſo innocent as ſhe 


ſeems to be ! 


I aſſured my n chat ſhe was 


really as — AE as ſhe appeared to 


be, and that I was happy to find 


the liked her. 
Thus 
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Thus far every thing goes well ; 
and I begin to hope that all my 
deſigns will be ſucceſsful. My 
chief anxiety is now on Lucy's 
account: I am apprehenſive of a 
decline, for both my aunt and Miſs 
Elliſon think her much worſe than 
I imagined, My Lady has pre- 
ſcribed aſſes milk: if that does 


not prove efficacious ſhe ought, her 


ladyſhip fays, to go to Briſtol. 


LETTER za 
Mr. Bever to Lord Muſgrave. 


LL my enquiries have proved 

vain and fruitleſs : I can hear 
nothing about Lucy. She is fallen, 
1 fear, to the lot of ſome 


happier man : but by Heaven, if 


I find him out he ſhall not long 


enjoy his conqueſt—Be it as it will, 


however, I can no longer bear any 
place in which I have been ac- 
| | cuſtomed 
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ſa | 
cuſtomed to ſee her.—Solitude is 
ſtill worſe, as it only ſerves to 
feed a devouring flame. How I 
hate myſelf for having been ſuch 


a curſed whining puppy ! but I 


cannot yet ſhake off this love-fit— 
I am, therefore, going with a 
chearful party to Paris in hopes 
that diſſipation may at laſt ſtifle 
feelings which reaſon has been 
hitherto unable to extinguiſh, — 


When I am arrived, you ſhall hear 


again from 


Yours | 
WV. B. 


LETTER XXIII. 


Mi Hamilton to Miſs Sommers. 
1 Thank you, a thouſand times 


for your care of me, my dear 
. information concern- 
ing Lady Wharton was moſt juſt. 
I found her anſwer exactly the 
deſcription 


[ 119 : 
deſcription you gave of hcr—yet 
ſhe received me in a manner which 
exceeded my expectations -I know 
not how to expreſs the pleaſure 
ariſing from my reception : I had 
been indeed, ſo fearful of meeting 
with a contrary behaviour from her 
that after the day was fixed I re- 
pented of having complied with 
Mr. Brudenel's requeſt : and I was 
ſo intimidated by my own filly 
terrors that I was ſcarce able to 
keep up my ſpirits during the 
journey; though Mr. Brudenel ſaid 
every thing he poſſibly could to 
render me eaſy and chearful. 1 
was alſo a good deal diſconcerted 
at my firſt appearing before Lady 
Wharton, but her obliging manner 
ſoon made me feel a elf-fatis- 
faction which I cannot deſcribe. 

Here is a young Lady, a Miſs 
Elliſon to whom Lady Wharton is 
guardian—Her behaviour to me is 
very agreeable: ſhe is, without 

being 
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being a regular beauty handſome © 
enough to pleaſe : ſhe is extremely 
lively and good humoured : with 
ſuch company and with Mr. Bru- 
denel's continual attentions I cannot 
be totally unhappy.— Vet when 
I look back, a thouſand diſquiet- 


ing reflections crowd into my mind 


and draw deep ſighs from me. 
Mr. Brudenel, who has, indeed, 
taken an infinite deal of pains to 
make me happy, expreſſes much 
anxiety to find that he cannot yet 
ſucceed entirely according to his 
wiſhes: to leſſen that anxiety in 
ſome meaſure I attribute the un- 
eaſineſs which I cannot conceal from 
him, to the remains of my indiſpo- 
ſition : for though I am not abſo- 
ſolutely 1. I am far from being 
well,—By this mode of behaviour 
I have diminiſhed his diſquietude— ' 
He deſerves all the happineſs it is 
in my power to give him.—He 
furniſhed me with a hundred pound 
FP. | bank 


„ 
bank note, that I might provide 
myſelf with every thing proper for 
my appearance here.— I was not 
ga little hurt, Patty, by his genteel, 
and very conſiderate preſent, becauſe 
I wiſhed not to be under ſuch an 
obligation to him-: but I could not 
handſomely return it I could not 
reject it without poſitively declaring 
my reſolution not to come to this 
place, and I am now convinced 
that ſuch a reſolution would have 
been highly imprudent. Yet ſtill 
this ſtep but paves the way to 
another : can I remain- here, dreſt 
out at Mr. Brudenel's expence, 
and refuſe to marry him? by not 
giving him my hand, after what 
has paſſed, I ſhall injure my cha- 
rater. more than I have yet done 
by the indiſcreetneſs of my con- 
duct.—Beſides, whither can I go? 
and I cannot ſuppoſe that Lady 
Wharton will keep me always 
with her—No—T ſee plainly, that 
Vor I. G his 


ml 


his generous offer is no longer to 


be oppoſed Where is the girl, 


indeed, who would not be tranſ- 
ported at the proſpects with which 
I am flattered ? — Why are we 


. deſtined to love thoſe whom we 


cannot eſteem, and to eſteem thoſe 
whom we cannot love? However, 
IT. will make a vigorous; effort to 
conquer this abſurd propenſity in 
favour of a man who is ſo very un- 
worthy of the ſlighteſt regard, and 
about whom it is almoſt criminal 
in me to think. Mr. Brudenel is as 
young: he is reckoned as hand- 
ſome: he is full as deſirous, as 


diligent to pleaſe, and he has 


* ene to me with the ſtricteſt 
honour and delicacy, why then 
ſhould I be inſenſible? - But I am 
not inſenſible neither—I feel the 
warmeſt gratitude; the ſincereſt 
eſteem ; I look upon Mr. Brudenel 
as my friend, and have ſo high an 
opinion of him, 1 thpuld ; not 94" 

von: to 


1 
to acquaint him with every latent 
ſecret of my heart.— I only forbear 
to mention Bever becauſe I think 
it wrong to indulge myſelf in 
talking of him, and becauſe I. 
would not ſay any thing to make 
Mr. Brudenel uneaſy; to make 
him imagine that I am too much 
attached to him. Indeed, Patty, 
I ftudy to find out, and I admire; 
all Mr. Brudenel's good qualities ; 
he improves upon me : he becomes 
every day more and more amiable. 
in my eyes. Time will, there- 
fore, I hope, reſtore me to the full 
poſſeſſion of my reaſon, and con- 
vert gratitude into affection. | 
Adieu. 
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LETTER XXIV. 
Ms Elliſon to Mrs. Cateſby. 


[| Sit down to perform the promiſe 
which you exacted from me, 
my dear. Harriet, when you left 
— The expected gueſts have been 
here ſome time: but I have not 
had a moment's leiſure to write 
till now; having been entirely 
engaged in entertaining them. — 

Jam really pleaſed with Miſs 
Hamilton : ſhe has, I think, one 
of the fineſt faces I ever beheld ; 
and yet ſhe ſeems not to be at all 
conſcious of her beauty. — Her 
modeſty and her ſimplicity render 
her quite charming.—She is in a 
very declining ſtate of health her 
complexion, therefore, is pale; 
but her paleneſs is not a ſickly 
one ; it rather indicates the deli- 
cacy of her conſtitution, than any 
| indiſpo- 


( wy 1 
indiſpoſition: It only ſerves, in- 
deed, to make her appear more 

beautiful, in my opinion. — Mr. 
Brudenel is extravagantly fond of 
her —ſhe does not ſeem to be ſo 
much in love with him, ſhe takes 
a great deal of pains, however, to 
give him pleaſure: ſhe ſtudies his 
taſte, accommodates herſelf to his 
inclination, and never encourages 
any other man to flirt with her.— 
By the extreme propriety of her 
carriage ſhe gains the approbation 
of us all.—I particularly admire 
her behaviour to Lady Wharton : 
ſhe always appears ſenſible of her 
ladyſhip's ſuperiority, yet ſhe never 
degrades herſelf by any groſs flat- 
teries or mean ſubmiſſions — the 
keeps up her own conſequence 
while ſhe treats my lady with all 
due reſpect, — This deportment, 
though it may not procffre her 
many friends will always prevent 
her from meeting with con- 

| wy tempt. 


a 
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— 5 
tempt. — As you have, already, 


heard her ſtory ; as you well know 
that her violent attachment to 


Bever was the ſource of all her 
misfortunes, you will allow that a 
greater circumſpeCtion is required 


D 
in her than in many others of her 


ſex. — She muſt marry Brudenel, 
J think — No woman, but Ferit 


would heſitate a moment about 


ſuch an offer, and in her circum- 


If, indeed, ſhe re- 


ſtances too 


fuſes him meerly from a conſciouſ- 
neſs of not being able to do juſtice 


to him by returning his affection, 


ſhe is, a thouſand times, more to 


be eſteemed than thoſe women 
who marry upon the moſt mer- 


cenary conſiderations. — I cannot 
pretend to ſay whether every man 
who admires her would carry his 


aſſion for her ſo far as Brudenel 


does, but there are certainly ſeveral 
men in this neighbourhood who 


can neither think nor talk cf any 
woman 


3 
woman except the charming Lucy 
Hamilton. —Vou will tell me that 
I, though of the fame ſex, am in 
raptures about her too—I do, in 
truth, admire her, Harriet : there 
is an expreſſion in her counte- 
nance which pleaſes me extreme- 
ly: and were a man to come in 


my way with a fimilar fet of 


features I ſhould certainly like n 
as well as I do her. Happily, there 
is no ſuch man to be found, for 
I have no mind to be in love.—- 
Love is a paſſion which occaſions 
nothing but diſquiet : — Brudenel 
and Miſs Hamilton have, certainly, 
reaſon to ſay fo, 
ls Adieu. 
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LETTER XXV. 


Mr. Brudenel to Sir George Mil- 
bourne. 


Y dear Lucy's health begins 
to return, I think: I think 
alſo, that ſhe becomes more ſenſi- 
ble of my endeavours to pleaſe. 
her—'tis undoubtedly true that ſhe 
behaves in a moſt unexceptionable 


manner in general, and with” a 
particular propriety to me; ſhe has 
always expreſſed the fincereſt ac- 


knowledgment for my ſolicitude 
about her, and I flatter myſelf that 
ſhe is now as attentive to zue as I 
am to her, —She 1s univerſally ad- 


| mired by every body who ſees her, 


and yet diſcovers neither vanity nor 
affectation—It was a lucky thought 
of mine to bring her hither Lady 


Wharton and Miſs Elliſon are the 


only perſons who are acquainted 
with 


( 129 ) 

with her ſtory. She paſſes here for 
a young lady under the care of my 
aunt; and as ſhe is very handſome, 
not a creature is ſurprized at my 
being in love with her—ſhe has 
both a fine voice, and a good ear, 
and I frequently give her ſome 
leſſons upon Maria's harpſichord. 
with which ſhe appears to be ex- 

- tremely pleaſed. — Yeſterday ſhe 
ſurprized me moſt agreeably by 
finging a little elegant ballad, I had 
played to her three or four times, 
with great taſte.—She will, I ſee 
plainly, very ſoon acquire every 
polite accompliſhment: but: her. 
perſon is ſufficiently captivating— - 
As ſoon as I have ſecured her con- 
ſent, I ſhall be compleatly happy ; - 
I ſhall have nothing to. with for— 
every hour ſeems to be more and. 
more favourable to : 
Your very affectionate friend, 


„ L E T- 
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LETTER II. 
Miſs Hamilton to Miſs Sommers. 


Confeſs myſelf vanquiſhed at 

laſt.— Mr. Brudenel's perpetual 
aſſiduities and the dejections into 
which he frequently falls, evident- 
ly on my account, begin to affect 
me, —eager to relieve him, from 
pity, from gratitude—let me add, 
from love—1 have drawn myſelf | 
in to promiſe him every thing he 
can-defire,—But let. me: blot out 
thoſe improper words, drawn: in.— 
Can I pothbly do too much for the : 
man who has behaved to me in the 
moſt honourable manner; who has 
been my protector. ; who is now 
my friend, my lover ? — While I 
give him an opportunity to gratify 
his generous propenſities, to in- 
dulge the unbounded tenderneſs of 


his diſpoſition; 1 ſhall recover my 
loſt 


( 38 3 

Tot reputation, and convince my 
family, that I am not the aban- 
doned creature they have ſo long 
believed me to be: I ſhall have it 
in my power too, I hope, to return 
the favours I have received from 
my dear Patty. 

I was juſt going to diſpatch this 
in a hurry, becauſe I believed it 
would give you pleaſure, when I 
received a. viſit from my brother 
Imagine my joy.— Had he been in 
England, my father would not have 
refuſed to receive me. My brother 
always loved me, in ſpite of all my 
ſiſter's calumnies againſt me. I do 
not pretend to ſay, that my con- 
duct has been blameleſs, but I hope 
that my indiſcretions were not cen- 
ſurable enough to merit the cruel 
treatment I have met with from my 
neareſt relations. 

I was ſo much ſurprized at the 
ſight of my brother, and ſo exceed- 


ingly Tejoiced, that I was almoſt 
SS Kern 
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„ 
deprived of my ſenſes. He was 
received with great politeneſs and 
pleaſure by Mr. Brudenel, and with 
much affability by Lady Wharton 
and Miſs Elliſon. whe: 
You will wonder, perhaps, Pat- 


ty, how my brother came to know 


where I was. Being extremely 
uneaſy at the unkindneſs of my 
father and mother, and deſpairing 
of the return of their parental af- 
fection, I wrote to them again, as 
ſoon as I arrived at this place, and 
informed them of my unexpected 


aſylum ; and informed them alſo of 
every ſtep I had taken to wipe off 
the ſlur upon my character, and to 


procure adeſirable alliance; intreat- 
ing them to forgive what was paſt, 
and to ſuffer me to return. 

I received no anſwer to my let- 
ter. — My brother tells me, that 
their unrelenting behaviour is oc- 
caſioned entirely by the envy and 
jealouſy of my ſiſter.— My mar- 

riage 
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riage with Mr. Brudenel will, I 
hope, oblige my father and mother 
to change their ſentiments with 
regard to me; and when I am no 
longer in my ſiſter's way, I hope 
the will not endeavour to pre- 
judice my friends againſt me. 
That the prejudices of my friends 
may be totally removed, and that 
we may ſoon be happy in each o- 
ther's ſociety, is the ſincere wiſh 
of, „ eee * 
Your ever affe ctionate friend, 


"LW 


"LETTERS x06 
Ar. Brudenel to Sir George Mil- 
„ 3 


T Juſt ſnatch a moment to tell 
I you, that I am in a fair way to 
be the happieſt of men.—This an- 
gel of a girl has conſented to be 
mine : and in the moſt charming 
| manner 
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manner to be conceived. She has, 


indeed, ever ſince her arrival here, 


not only conducted herſelf with the 


greateſt propriety, with a diſcre- 


tion which rendered. her innocence: 


. indiſputable, but ſhe has endeared 


herſelf to me more than ever, by 
applying herſelf to every 8 


which ſeemed the leaſt likely to 
give me pleaſure, She has ne- 


glected every body, conſiſtently 


with good manners, to attach her- 
ſelf entirely to me. 

A few days ago I was ſeized with: 
a violent head-ach, by which I was. 
prevented from mixing in a party 


of pleaſure, obligingly ſchemed by 
Lady Wharton, in order to coun-- 
tenance and to amuſe Miſs Ha- 


milton.— When Lucy found that I. 
was not well enough to accompany 


her ladyſhip and her friends, ſhe 


begged to be excuſed. —In vain did 
J infiſt upon her leaving me to par- 


take of an amuſement which might: 
ariſe: 


( 
ariſe from a river-expedition in 
a barge with muſic. — Inſtead of 
complying with my repeated in- 
treaties, ſhe ran to my aunt, and 
earneſtly entreated her not to be of- 
fended at her deſiring to ſtay with 
me, while my indiſpoſition con- 
fined me to the houſe:—You may 
be ſure, Lady Wharton did not op- 
poſe a requeſt in which I was ſo 
deeply intereſted: ſhe accordingly 
left Lucy to act as ſhe pleaſed. I 


expreſſed my acknowledgments to 
the dear girl, in the warmeſt terms, 


for giving me ſo ſtriking and ſo 


winning a proof of her eſteem. 


With a voice, and in a manner 


which penetrated my heart, ſhe re- 
plied, Do not thank me, Mr. 
Brudenel, for doing what is meerly 
my duty.—I owe you more than I 
can ever repay ; and be aſſured, 


that your diſorder gives me great 


anxiety ; anxiety too great to per- 
mit 
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you. 


1 
mit me to receive any pleaſure 
whatever. TEE] 

Be anxious about nothing, dear 
Miſs Hamilton, replied I ; it ſhall 
be the ſtudy of my whole life to 
make you happy, if you, will but 
ſuffer me to ſpend that life with 


She threw down her charming 
eyes, and ſeemed to be uncommonly 


agitated for ſome moments : then, 
raiſing them, ſhe anſwered, with a 


tender ſmile, while her face glowed 
with bluſhes, As you pleaſe, Mr. 
Brudenel — I fincerely wiſh that 
my compliance may in the leaſt 
contribute to the felicity you pro- 
miſe yourſelf. co 

I would not let her. proceed, 


George ; catching her in my arms, 
1 émade her ſeveral times repeat her 
laſt animating reply, and declare 
alſo, that ſhe did no violence to 


her inclination by her compliance, 
before I allowed her to diſengage 
| herſelf, 


[ 137 J 
Herſelf. She at length made a dif- 
cloſure in my favour, flattering be- 
yond expreſſion. 

In this delightful way was I 
employed, in the garden, when 
Lady Wharton and Miſs Elliſon 
came haſtily towards us, accompa- 
nied by a young officer, into whoſe 
arms Lucy, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw him, 
flew. 1 

Imagine my aſtoniſhment.— 
Having had no time to examine 
the new vifitor, Lucy's precipita- 
tion fluttered me extremely, as I 
could only think of Bever. 

My aunt, ſeeing my aſtoniſh- 
ment, inſtantly cried out, Here is 
Miſs Hamilton's brother. 
That exclamation relieved me. 
I haſtened to ſupport my Lucy, 
who ſeemed ready to fink to the 
ground with ſurprize and joy.— 
She recovered in my arms, and Mr. 
Hamilton immediately addreſſed 
me in a manner which at once 
drew 
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ceived by her family. 


1 


drew my attention, and demanded 
my eſteem.— Could I help eſteem- 


ing the brother of my lovely girl, 
eſpecially a brother ſo very much 
reſembling her? — He had a com- 
miſſion given him by a friend of 


His father's (who is ſince dead) and 
is juſt arrived from Canada. Hav- 


ing enquired after his ſiſter, and 


heard her ſtory, he hurried to ſee 


Whether ſhe really deſerved the 
treatment ſhe had met with. He 


is as modeſt as his ſiſter; we * #1 


not, therefore, without much in- 
treaty, keep him with us. — Here 
he is, however, and improves upon 
us every hour: and I am particu- 
larly pleaſed to find that his com- 
pany gives his ſiſter the higheſt ſa- 
tisfaction, as ſhe now hopes, by 
his means, to be favourably re- 
But I 
cannot ſtay to tell you any more. 


at preſent. J am continually in- 
terrupted. 


[ 139 ] 

terrupted. The preparations for 
my marriage engroſs every moment 
I can ſpare from my Lucy. 


LETTER xXxXVa 
Miſs Elliſon to Mrs. Cateſby. 


I Am going to gratify your cu- 
rioſity, my dear, if it can poſh- 

be gratified ; for you really 
= aſked me ſo many queſtions, 
that one would imagine you were 
in love with Brudenel yourſelf.— 
If you are, it is too late; for Miſs 
Hamilton has conſented to marry 
him, and we are all exceſſively 
buſy in ordering cloaths, &c. &c. 
Lady Wharton has got an addi- 
tional gueſt upon this occaſion, a 
young officer, brother to Miſs Ha- 
milton; brother in every thing: 
I ſwear J never ſaw two people ſo 
exactly alike in perſon, manners, 


and diſpoſition. Brudenel is al- 
. moſt 


1 
moſt as much in love with him as 
with his ſiſter, I think: he ſays 


that the Captain is not only one of 
the fineſt young fellows he ever 


ſaw, but one of the beſt. Now, 
in my humble opinion, Harriet, as 
you have miſſed of Brudenel, you 
had better come and fall in love 
with his friend. — But why do I 
write ſuch nonſenſe ? — Indeed, I 
am not in ſpirits. — Perhaps the 
hurry we are in affects them: per- 
haps the uncommon heat of the 
weather makes me rather languid. 
—] certainly feel myſelf immenſely 
dull, and incapable of ſaying any 


thing to entertain you. 


A-pro-pos, on ſecond thoughts, 
I would not adviſe you to attempt 


making a conqueſt of this fine fel- 
Jow ; I am afraid that he is not 


eaſily to be pleaſed. —I am inclined 
to think that he looks down with 
indifference on people inferior to 


himſelf 'in perſonal accompliſh- 


ments, 


E 
ments, becauſe he is ſo handſome 
himſelf, and becauſe his ſiſter is 
univerſally allowed to be a beauty. 
And yet he is not in the leaſt 
vain ; there is not the ſlighteſt 
tincture of the coxcomb in him: he 
is as mild, as modeſt as his ſiſter 
he has an uncommon underſtand- 
ing, and a very winning addreſs. — 
However, as I did not take up my 
pen with a deſign to write entire- 
ly about Captain Hamilton, I ſhall 
lay it aſide, being too idle to en- 
ter upon a new ſubject. | 
Adieu. 


LETTER XXIX. 
Captain Hamilton to Mr. Roſs. 


IN CE my laſt, I have been 
made 3 eaſy with regard 


to my poor Lucy. — She has fallen, 
very luckily, into honourable 
hands,—A young man of family. 


and 
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and fortune met her, when ſhe had 


made her eſcape, reſcued her from 


farther violence, and afterwards 


put her under the protection of 
his aunt Lady Wharton at whoſe 
houſe I found her. Lady Whar- 
ton gave me the politeſt reception : 
ſhe is a very agreeable woman, and 
has a young lady under her care 


who 1s particularly amiable ; my 


fiſter ſpeaks of her in the higheſt 
terms, the ſeems to have a refined 
underſtanding : and her vivacity is 
quite delight ful-ſhe is not abſo- 
lutely a beauty, but there is ſome- 
thing extremely attractive in her 
perſon. The affability of her be- 
haviour, and the elegance of her 
addreſs are inexpreſſibly alluring : 

her voice is exquiſitely melodious, 
and all ſentiments are molt ſignifi- 


cantly articulated —We paſs our 


time here deliciouſly To in- 


creaſe my ſatisfaction I have reaſon 
to believe that I ſhall, in a few 
| weeks 


| tw Þ, 
weeks ſee my ſiſter Mr. Brudenel's 
wife, — What a happy termination 


will that marriage be of an affair 
which | has given me, you may 


imagine, from what you have 
heard relating to it, the moſt cutting 
uneaſineſs. | | 


rr 
NU Elliſon to Mrs. Cateſby. 
1 laugh at me, dear 


Harriet; but I am really 
afraid that your raillery is too well 


What 


pointed: yet if I am in 


am I going to ſay — but 
poſing I do think him the moiſt 


amiable man I have ever met with, 


I I will not II aſſure you act in oppo- 

ſition to my reaſon — What has 
reaſon to do, when ſo pretty a 
fellow is under conſideration, you 
will ſay Why, certainly, love and 
reaſon are often at variance, but 


my 
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my pride will bring me off.— The 
Captain is a man of no birth, no 
fortune : his relations are people 
whom nobody knows, and he him- 
ſelf is only a ſubaltern officer in a 
marching regiment.— Oh !— He's 


not to be thought of ——So far 
pride—But—on the other hand— 
He is a fine, tall, handſome. young 
fellow with a bewitching pair of 
eyes, with a very inſinuating 


tongue, and with a captivating 


addreſs. — There is dignity and 
grace in his whole appearance; in 
a few words, he looks, and 
moves, and ſpeaks like a man of 


faſhion. | 


Does he admire you as much as 


you do him? 


Fye, Harriet: how can you 
ſuppoſe me capable of admiring 
any man breathing ?— Yet — as to 
captain Hamilton—Why—I really 
can't ſay; — come, to confeſs the 
truth, I am very ſorry I know 

| nothing 


„ 
nothing of the matter No woman, 
I ſuppoſe, can be ſorry for having 
admirers: we are all ready to like 
the love, though we deſpiſe the 
lover: but I muſt be a very ſtrange 


character indeed to deſpiſe ſuch a 
man as this: and yet, as I ſaid 


before, he is not a man for ne to 
think of—However, I have not 
anſwered your queſtion, whether 
I am particularly diſtinguiſhed by 
him? He is polite, reſpectful, 
and attentive.— Can you add no 
more? — Are you not ſatisfied, 
Harriet? — Well then, he now 
and then /oks at me, with his ex- 
preſſive eyes, in a manner which 


would make me fancy a great 


number of ſtrange things, were I 
addicted to vanity. — I will not 
give way to the flatteries of imagi- 
nation; they will only create a 
thouſand more deluſions—and fo, 
good night. 
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LETTER XXXI. 
Capt. Hamilton to Mr. Roſs. 


0 ELL then, my friend, I 
honeſtly ' ſubſcribe to your 
opinion—I am, actually, in love 
with Miſs Elliſon: but when I 
begin to reflect ſeriouſly upon this 
certainty I feel an anxiety which 
I cannot expreſs.—Anxiety, you 
will tell me, is natural to a lover; 
it is indeed inſeparable from the 
fender paſſion — Love cannot exiſt 
without diſquietude : I ſhould not 
feel it as I ought without the 
tremors and apprehenſions of which 
I am continually ſenſible whenever 
Miſs Elliſon moves or ſpeaks : 
and yet, Harry, I ſo carefully 
diſguiſe my feelings that ſhe cannot 
poſſibly, I think, diſcover them. —- 
Sometimes, indeed, I have been 
vain enough to- imagine that ſhe 
| treats 


1 
treats me with particular favour: 
to be favoured by Miſs Elliſon 
Heavens]! what immenſe delight. 
And yet I may be miſtaken— 
Where is the man, Harry, who does 
not, ſometimes, entertain flattering: 
ideas ?—She receives my aſſiduities 
to oblige her, apparently with 
great ſatisfaction—(Afſiduities due 
to her as an agreeable woman, 
as an intimate friend of Lady 
Wharton who has heaped ſo many 
civilities upon my ſiſter) and even 
ſeems to return them, by her 
ſingular attention to me — No, I 
cannot be miſtaken. She not only 
recommends her books to me, but 
furniſhes me with them She pre- 
ſents noſegays to me of her own 
tying up, and even honours me 
with her hand in a dance when 
I am very ſenſible that another has 
been ſolicitous about it to no pur- 

oſe. What concluſions am I to 
draw from all this behaviour? ſurely 
H 2 1 
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not diſcouraging ones—All theſe 
diſtinctions, however, and many 
more have been frequently paid by 

a lady when ſhe has a mind to 
| Gs a man to her ſervice, though 
ſhe may not, at the ſame time, 
have the lighteſt regard for him. 
Vanity and coquetry are powerful 
ſtimulations in ſome women :— 
But though there is an uncommon, 
I may add, an enchanting vivacity 
in Maria, I never obſerved an un- 
becoming propenſity to flirt in 
her. Vivacity is the moſt agree- 
able apology imaginable for thoſe 
little flights of the imagination 
which are by pride too frequently 
miſconſtrued and in a malicious 
manner. — Maria, in ſhort, has, in 
my opinion, every charm to win a 
Heart, and to keep it.— Did I but 
dare to aſpire to the poſſeſſion of 
hers, I ſhould be the happieſt fellow 
in the univerſe. 
; Adieu: 
LE T- 
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LETTER XXXHL 
Mis Hamilton to Mifs Sommers. 
ATTY, my dear Patty, why 


do you not come to London 
that I may pay you my perſonal 


acknowledzments for all your 


friendſhip which will ever be 


gratefully remembered by your 
Lucy,whoſe felicity hourly increaſes 
with her affection for her amiable 
Brudenel? Indeed, my dear, I 
begin to find that I love him as 


tenderly as I ever did the unworthy 
Bever: his fine perſon, his im- 


roved underſtanding, his benevo- 
1 heart, and his extreme tender- 
neſs have entirely won me There 
is not a wiſh in my heart which he 
does not gratify; and very often 
before I can articulate it. Ob- 
ſerving my anxiety at the continued 


neglect of my father and mother, 
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he defired my brother to write 
again to them, and in the ſtrongeſt 
terms to perſuade them to be re- 
conciled to me. As to their taking 
me home now he declared to me 
this morning that he could not 
hear of it, and that as Lady 
Wharton was ſo very deſirous of 
my ſtaying with her till our mar- 
riage he hoped I would not wiſh to 
leave a place in which he could fee 
me perpetually. 

I replied that I had no will but 
his, and that I ſhould regulate 
every hour of my future life agree- 
ably to His inclination, thanking 


him, at the ſame time, for his hint 


to my brother, as I thought he 
would himſelf be more pleaſed to 
take a woman countenanced by her 
arents, than a. Poor n from 
her family. 

What endearments did not this 
approvation of his behaviour gain 


me? they raiſed up bluſhes, indeed, 
in 


on 
in my face, yet they gave me a 
heart felt ſatisfaction of which I 
never had been ſenſible before, for 


they were beſtowed upon me with 


a delicacy as peculiar to Mr. Bru- 
denel as they were flattering to me. 
I now know perfectly the difference 
between the man of honour, and 
the libertine, and ſincerely with 
I had been acquainted with it be- 
fore: but as I have been ſo for- 


tunate as to meet with a man of 


Mr. Brudenel's diſpoſition, I hope 
to be alſo received again by my 
parents, and then all will be well. 


In Continuation. 
OU will be pleafed to hear 


what ſort of a reception I 


have met with from my parents. 


In anſwer to my-brother's letter in 


which he informed them that I 
was going to be married in a very 


ſhort time, and infinuated how _ 
much better it would be both for 
H 4 them, 
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them, Mr. Brudenel and myſelf, 
if they would fee me before the 
day of marriage, backing his in- 
treaties with the ſtrongeſt reaſons 
he could think of to render them 


ſucceſsful, they permitted him to 
bring me to them. 


I was very much affected at the 
thoughts of appearing before ſuch 
ſevere judges. Mr. Brudenel, per- 
ceiving my agitation, kindly of- 
tered to accompany me, to defend 
me, he added, from any inſult 
which might be levelled at me. 

When we arrived in Street: 
my brother led me into the par- 
lour.—Mr. Brudenel followed. —I 

trembled to ſuch a degree that I 
could ſcarce ftand. 

It was ſome time before my 
father appeared ; when he entered 
the room, I fell on my knees before 
him, and implored his pardon. | 
Ae raiſed me, with a ſtern look, 
and bade me be better than 1 dad 

been 


( 1 
been—lI could hardly aſſure him I 

would, ſo much was I interrupted 

by my tears. 

When my mother came in —ſhe- 
had ever been a kinder parent than 
my father, and never would have 
mut out her child, though an of- 
fending one, had ſhe not been over- 
perſuaded by him and my ſiſter.— 
When my good mother came in, 
the lifted me up, and embraced me 
molt affectionately. 

I then aſked to ſee my ſiſter. 

When you have atoned for your 
_ paſt miſbehaviour, ſaid my father, 
by making a good wife to this gen- 
tleman, pointing to Mr. Brudenel, 
you ſhall ſee my daughter Caro- 
line, but till then you muſt not 
look upon her as your ſiſter. 

Il was hurt, Patty, at this prohi- 
bition (am I then ſtill ſo very cul- 
pable ?) at a time when I had fo 

ſincerely repented of my erroneous 

H 5 pro- 


N X 
£ _ TY age | -_ * 
PETS . I a — — 
— 


1 
proceedings; I thought it an un- 
kind one; it made me uneaſy. 
Mr. Brudenel, ever attentive to 
the leaſt change in me, caught me 
in his arms, and placed me in a 
chair: and, as I was ready to faint, 
he made me lean on him: I did 
ſo, and watered his boſom with my 
tears. 

As ſoon as I recovered, he de- 
ſtred me to let him conduct me 
home — I conſented, without heſi- 
tation, for I wiſhed to go, yet 
knew not how to take leave of my 

mother; who, ſeeing my concern, 
kiſſed me again, and prayed to God 
to bleſs me. — I thanked her ſin- 
cerely, and returned to this place, 
half-pleaſed, half-vexed, with my 
reception in London. Mr. Brude- 
nel diſcovered no ſmall diſquiet on 
my account, and faid every thing 
in his power to comfort me. I 


think, indeed, there 1s the greateſt 
ETD 
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proſpect of happineſs for me: I 
am ſure I never expected to be fo 
happy; but I will endeavour to de- 


terve my felicity. 


LETTER. xXx. 


Captain Hamilton to Mr. Roſe. * 


Have played with my ieee 


for Maria in ſuch a manner, that 
I have played myſelf into a paſſion 


for her.—I am all in the wrong: 1 


mult never think of her: But who 
can always act preciſely with that 
diſcretion to which we ought al- 


ways to adhere in our commerce 


With women, eſpecially with wo- 
men ſo uncommonly amiable as 
Miſs Elliſon is. I have been 
ſtrangely off my guard ; I have 
been too precipitate in my opera- 
tions—Like a fooliſh moth, I have 
made too near approaches to a 


flame, which, if I do not make a 


1 timely 
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timely retreat, will conſume me. 
J muſt rouze myſelf : I muſt con- 
quer what can only, indeed, be 
deemed a failing, becauſe it is im- 
poſſible for me to expect a victory 
agreeable to my wiſhes, And yet 
I ſometimes fancy, that I am en- 
couraged to advance—Nay, I am 
not altogether a fanciful fellow ; 
I am ſure the ſmiles on me; how 
then can I forbear to admire, when 
ſhe condeſcends to approve,—Let 
me tell you, Harry, there is an ho- 
neſt openneſs of mind, a frankneſs 
in this Miſs Elliſon, which makes 
me abſolutely adore her : her man- 
ners are ſo engaging, and there is 
ſuch a nazvef& mixed with her vi- 
vacity, that what ſhe ſays, though 
apparently reſulting from deliberate 
and refined reflection, ſeems to 
come from her with as much eaſe 
as if ſhe had not thought about it. 
E here is alſo ſuch a brilliancy 

in her features, tempered with ſo 

| much 
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6 
much benevolence, gentleneſs and 
candour, that, while we admire, 
we are inſenſibly drawn in to love. 
Aye, to love with a tenderneſs 
which ſhe only can inſpire. In 
ſhort, I have never, among the va- 
riety of women with whom I have 
converſed, met with one ſo to- 
tally pleaſing as Miſs Elliſon. 
Some I have admired for their 
faces, others for their forms ; ſome 
for their wit, others for their 
good-nature ; but Maria Elliſon 
ſurpaſſes them all—ſhe is, in few 
words, Cœlia all together. 
However, though I am certainly 
ſtruck with her at preſent, I think 
I could, by abſence, and by em- 
ploying my mind on other matters, 
conquer this violent prepoſſeſſion in 
her favour, if I did not imagine, 
fooliſhly perhaps, that ſhe looks 
upon me in the light I behold her. 
—She appears to be actually at- 
tached to me: I can give you ſome 
inſtances 


1 

inſtances of her partiality to me, 
which you will allow to be of the 
animating kind. She addreſſes her- 
felf continually to me in conver- 
ſation, and prefers the party I hap- 

n to be of to any other: She 
ſpeaks highly of me behind my 
back, and very handſomely of me 
before my face: She invites me to 
Walk with her, to read to her, to 
ſing with her; takes every oppor- 
tunity to compliment my talents, 
and to diſplay her own. When 
I talked, t'other day, of leaving 
Windſor, thinking that I might, 
by making a longer ſtay, be num- 
bered among the intruders, and be- 
ing well aſſured that I could not 
ſtay without committing an indiſ- 
cretion, ſhe even ſeemed to forget 
her ſituation in the houſe, d o- 
penly, before the whole fa; AI, | 
though ſhe bluſhed while | as 
ſo employed, preſſed me i- 
nue with them; nay, in.! 1 
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it. How I felt, you who have 
been in love may eaſily imagine 
It was with the greateſt difficulty 
that I reſtrained myſelf from catch- 
ing her in my arms, and thanking 
her.—Rut I only acted the Indiſte- 
rent, and turned away my face, 
though I actually bluſhed at being 
believed capable of ſo much inſen- 
fibility. Yet I could in no other 
way endeavour to hide a paſſion 
which became too ardent to be 
concealed. ——T had a ſtil] greater 
trial to go through ; for, pained, 
I ſuppoſe, at my aukward beha- 
viour, ſhe looked down, abaſhed for 
| having ſo much importuned a man 
ſo entirely inattentive to her ; but, 
preſently recovering herſelf, ſhe 
faid, You will not ſtay with us 
then, though ever ſo much in- 
treated.—— I was going to reply, 
perhaps in a very improper man- 
ner: ſome company, however, 


came in, and ſaved me from any 
farther 


1 | 
farther confuſion.ä— ! ill continue 
here. — I cannot bring myſelf to 
leave Miſs Elliſon: I therefore en- 
deavour, by a ſort of an affected 
careleſſneſs, to conceal feelings 
which poſitively diſtract my peace. 


LETTER W. 
Miſs Ellifen to Mrs. Cateſby. 


14 actually quite aſhamed of 
myſelf. I have behaved in ſuch 
a manner to Captain Hamilton, 
that I don't know what he will 
think of me. To what lengths 
will not folly, when not properly 
corrected, carry us? And yet can 
I be juſtly charged with folly, for 
admiring the merit of ſuch a man 
as Hamilton? Should I not ra- 
ther be guilty of ſtupidity, were 1 
inſenſible to it? What then can 
make me condemn myſelf tor diſ- 

80s 


E 
covering ſo great a prepoſſeſſion in 
his favour ? nothing but the cen- 
ſure of the world, and the uncer- 
tainty of his thinking as well of 
me as I do of him. — Sometimes, 
"tis true, I fancy I diſcern the 
{trongeſt proofs of an inclination 
for me in him, and this imaginary 
diſcovery has drawn me on, almoſt 
imperceptibly, to give him encou- 
ragement, to let him ſee, at leaſt, 
that he is by no means an object of 
indifference in my eyes. Were 
he, however, to take advantage of 
this part of my behaviour, ought 
I not to be offended ? — undoubt- 
edly. Would not Lady Wharton, 
and all my friends be offended 
with reaſon. Can an union with 
Captain Hamilton be proper for 
me? by no means: it muſt not 
be thought of.— How can I make 
any apologies for my conduct, af- 
ter having preſſed him to ſtay here, 
when he was on the point of leav- 


ing 


( 162 ) 


ing us? I had no right to ſolicit 
his continuance with us; it was 
not my place to urge him to poſt- 
pone his departure. — I now won- 
der at myſelf, and am altogether 
aſtoniſhed to think how I could 
behave with ſuch a deficiency of 
conſideration : what opinion can 
he entertain of me ? he mult either 
imagine that I am really fond of 
him (which heaven forbid) —or 
he muſt ſet me down for one of 
the moſt finiſhed flirts in the king- 
dom. — Of all characters, a flirt is 
deteſtable beyond expreſlion : I 
will make haſte, therefore, to let 
Hamilton ſee, that i am not the 
trifling creature he may take me 
to be. — Write to me ſpeedily, 
and tell me whether you do not 
approve of this reſolution in the 
behaviour of, 


Your very ſincere Friend, 
M. —— 


LET. 
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LET TEX 
Captain Hamilton to Mr. Roſs. 


7 7 what purpoſe have we a 


fruitful imagination, if we 
are to be deceived by it, to be tor- 
mented by it; to be led by it into 


a labyrinth of errors? How could 
TI be ſo vain, ſo filly ?' how could 


I be ſuch a conſummate coxcomb 
as to fancy that a woman in Mails 


Elliſon's ſphere of life would caſt 


a thought upon me ?—That beha- 
viour which I, puppy like, attri- 
buted to a prepoſſeſſion, &c. &c. 
could only ariſe from her good- 
nature, or from a propenſity to di- 
vert herſelf with my ſelf⸗ ſufficien- 
cy.—To her good-nature I am ra- 
ther inclined to impute it ; for the 
is certainly too amiable to amuſe 
herſelf by impoſing upon any bo- 


dy. — have always made a diſtinc- 
tion 
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tion between vivacity and flirta- 
tion, though a fliit may be a ver 
lively character. Miſs Elliſon's vi- 
vacity entirely reſults from a happy 
flow of the animal ſpirits, without 
being accompanied by vanity, which 


is generally occaſioned by the pre- 


ponderance of ſelf-conceit in the 
human compoſition, and will make 
its appearance in people of both 
ſexes, who have not a grain of ge- 
nuine vivacity. — Miſs Elliſon has 


not only a good head, ſhe has alſo 


a good heart : her ſprightlineſs, 
therefore, cannot but be at all 
times highly agreeable, and never 
deſerving of cenſure. If I have 


committed a miſtake, by aſpiring 
to the poſſeſſion of fo valuable a 


woman, I muſt endeavour to cor- 
rect my error, by keeping a proper 
and reſpectful diſtance for the fu- 


ture. 


th 
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In Continuation. 


1 Have opened my letter to tell 
you, that this change in my 
carriage is not the thing; it will 
not do. Maria ſeems, to be leſs 
pleaſed with me than ſhe was be- 
fore; yet the treats me with ci- 
vility and good humour; ſhe looks, 
however, rather ſerious, and re- 
ſerved. The vivacity which was 
ſo enchanting is vaniſhed ; her eyes 
no longer meet mine, beaming with 
their uſual luſtre, occaſioned by 


her happy ſenſations : they are ei- 


ther averted from me, or they ſeem 
to ſearch into the inmoſt receſles 
of my heart ; a heart which muſt 
for ever be hers alone, whatever 
change may be in her behaviour, or 
however indifferent I may appear 
about her. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 
Mi Ellifen to Mrs. Cateſby. 


Am vexed with myſelf, vexed 


with Hamilton, and out of hu. 
mour with every body. What 
buſineſs had he to make a thorough 
change in his carriage, becauſe I 
thought it neceſſary to alter mine? 
Is there no medium between love 
and averſion ? Suppoſing him to 
have no particular attachment to 
me, why ſhould he behave in ſuch a 
neglectful manner? Civility is due 


to every body; I have reaſon, there- 
fore, to expect my ſhare of it.— 


Yet, by the ſingularity. of his be- 
haviour, either way, I am con- 


vinced that he thinks more about 


me than of any other woman: for 
he treats all other women with an 
equal politeneſs, but at the ſame 


time with an equal coolneſs. I 


cannot, 


E 
cannot, I own, unravel the myſtery 
of this proceeding, and wiſh you 
would do it for me. In the mean 
while, I ſhall reſume my former 
chearfulneſs, at leaſt in Hamilton's 
ſight : it will be proper, I think, 
for me to hinder him, if poſſible, 
from ſeeing that I take notice e- 
nough of him to remark the ſud- 
den changes in him. I cannot, 
however, entirely ſhake off the re- 
ſerve which his apparent indiffe- 
rence has occaſioned, My ſpirits 
too are ſo depreſſed, I know not 
why, that I fear I ſhall not be able 
to exert the few abilities I have to 
entertain him. But I will make 
a violent effort. How very difh- 
cult, how very diſagreeable it. is 
to appear eaſy, when you are really 
quite diſcompoſed. It muſt be 
done—I fly to make the experi- 
ment, 3 
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LETTER XXXVI. 
Miſ, Elliſon to Mrs. Cateſby. 


T Am vexed with myſelf, vexed 
with Hamilton, and out of hu- 
mour with every body. What 
buſineſs had he to make a thorough 
change in his carriage, becauſe I 
thought it neceſſary to alter mine? 
Is there no medium between love 
and averſion ? Suppoſing him to 
have no particular attachment to 
me, why ſhould he behave in ſuch a 
neglectful manner? Civility is due 
to every body; I have reaſon, there- 
fore, to expect my ſhare of it.— 
| Yet, by the ſingularity of his be- 
haviour, either way, I am con- 
vinced that he thinks more about 
me than of any other woman: for 
he treats all other women with an 
equal politeneſs, but at the ſame 
time with an equal coolneſs. I 
, 
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cannot, I own, unravel the myſtery 
of this proceeding, and wiſh you 
would do it for me. In the mean 
while, I ſhall reſume my former 
chearfulneſs, at leaſt in Hamilton's 
ſight : it will be proper, I think, 
for me to hinder him, if poſſible, 
from ſeeing that I take notice e- 
nough of him to remark the ſud- 
den changes in him. Il cannot, 
however, entirely ſhake off the re- 
ſerve which his apparent indiffe- 
rence has occaſioned. My ſpirits 
too are ſo depreſſed, I know not 
why, that I fear I ſhall not be able 
to exert the few abilities I have to 
entertain him. But I will make 
a violent effort. How very diffi- 
cult, how very diſagreeable it. is 
to appear eaſy, when you are really 
quite diſcompoſed. It muſt be 
done—I fly to make the experi- 
ment. Aͤdieu. 
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LETTER XXXV II. 
Captain Hamilton to Mr. Roſs. 


Actually begin to give up all my 
penetration, and fairly confeſs 
that I know nothing about Miſs 
Elliſon. She is now become the 
ſame eaſy, chearful creature ſhe was 
before, when I firſt ſaw her: ſhe 
is always good-natured and polite, 
but not particularly to me, either 
one way or the other. My ſiſter 
is to be married in a few days, and 
then I muſt take a final leave of 
Maria, I ſuppoſe. —Fhis reflection 
is by no means an agreeable one ; 


and though I appear {deſtitute f 


ſenſibility upon this occafion, I fear 
I ſhall ſtand in need of all my phi- 
loſophy, to ſupport ſuch a ſepara- 
tion. Yet, let me conſider what 
were my principal ſatisfactions be- 


fore I knew this amiable woman 
I was 
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I was never ſo happy as when I 
was contributing to the felicity of 
others, totally regardleſs of my Bu 
own.—Let. now my ſiſter's preſent 1 | 
and approaching happineſs (a hap- 1 
pineſs ſo very unexpected) engroſs 
my thoughts. Let it detach me 
from all ſelfiſh conſiderations, and 1 
render me ſtudious only, by all the 1 


gratitude in my power, to convince Ho 
Brudenel, and his family that I am 1 
not inſenſible of the favours which j 1 
they are continually heaping upon f {4 
my fiſter, who has for ſome time | 11 
been incapable of doing juſtice to _ 
her generous lover. May they --4. 174 
long. enjoy together the happineſs ' jg 
they deſerve, while I, by time and 1 
abſence, endeavour to weaken the 9 . 
impreſſion made upon me by Ma- P | 1 
ria. 518 1 
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LET I & K "AMSYHE 
Mis Elliſon to Mrs. Catesby. 


EXT Thurſday is to be the 
deciſive day: Lucy and Bru- 
denel are then to be united. You 
may be ſure that I ſhall aſſiſt at the 
marriage, as well as the amiable 
Captain. He has left us for a day 
or two, but returns again in con- 
ſequence of Lady Wharton's and 
Brudenel's repeated invitations, who 


are both pleaſed with his company. 


I was neuter in this affair, though 
ſtrongly tempted to diſcover my 
wiſhes : but diſcretion has taken 
the lead once more in my boſom, 
and will, I hope, notwithſtanding 
ſome thwarting propenſities, bring 


me off victorious. 


have been moſt affectionately 


invited by Brudenel and his Lucy 


to 8⁰ with them into Somerſet- 


ſhire, 


| 
| 


# 


6 | 
ſhire, and Hamilton's company has 
been earneſtly requeſted. — If we 
ſhould happen to be in the ſame 
houſe again now — I am not ſure 
that he will accept of the invita- 
tion, nor have I any buſineſs to 
know whether he will or not: I 
have no occaſion to regulate my 


motions by his.—Let chance direct 


us.—After all, ſuppoſing we ſhould 
meet again, what harm will there 
be, in the name of wonder, to con- 
verſe with a man who has a culti- 


vated underſtanding, and an ele- 


gant taſte; who is not only ſuffi- 
ciently well bred to be very agree- 
able, but who 1s alſo every way 


worthy of eſteem. By aſſociating 


with the virtuous, we acquire vir- 
tuous habits ; by liſtening to men 


of ſenſe, we improve our own 
minds, and ftrengthen our powers 


for convection 2d declare, Har- 


riet, | look upon Hamilton to be 


as good as he is accompliſhed: am 


1 -” mor 


& 0 
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I not therefore ſafe? Virtue is - 
more apt to create eſteem than 
love : and I ſhall diſcover neither 
underſtanding, taſte, nor virtue, if 
I do not ſet a high value upon real 
merit, wherever I find it.—After 
this declaration, I ſhall venture to 
truſt myſelf with Miſs Hamilton's 
brother. — She herſelf is the moſt 
amiable of women; the now loves 
Brudenel ſincerely, but ſhews her 
tenderneſs with a modeſty and de- 
licacy, which charm me nearly as 
much as they do him. Her perſon 
alſo improves ; her mind grows 
more and more at eaſe. Brudenel, 
indeed, thinks that her health is 
not thoroughly re-eſtabliſhed ; but 
her beauty 1s heightened, in my o- 
--* pinion, by the languor ſometimes 
ſpread over her elegant face. 


She is a lovely woman: is ſhe not 
the ſiſter of Hamilton ?—need I fay 
more? Yes, I muſt. —They have 
excited my reſentment — I'll tell 

ker 


4 
7 
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vou how : by duce me in 
What a ſcandalous manner the old 


Hamiltons and Caroline (particu- 


larly the latter) behave. They ei- 


ther negle& Lucy entirely, or ex- 


preſs their doubts perpetually with 
regard to her deſerving the good 
fortune ſhe is on the point of en- 


Joying.—Caroline, neither in per- 


ſon nor diſpoſition, bears the ſlight- 
eſt reſemblance to Lucy or to her 


brother. — Envy, the predominant | 
. paſſion in too many minds, ſeems _ 


to have extinguiſhed all natural 
affection in her. breaſt, and ſhe is 
perhaps as miſerable a being as 
ever exiſted, merely becauſe her 
ſiſter is in a fair way to be one of 
the happieſt of her ſex.—When- 
ever I ſee, or hear of Miſs Hamil- 
ton, I cannot endure the thoughts 
ke being, in any ſhape, related to 
er. 
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. ET TER WA. 


Captain Hamilton as Mr. Roſs. 


8 VE me joy, Harry: my 
deareſt ſiſter is happily mar- 


ried to the moſt amiable of men. 
— Nothing can add to my felicity 


but another event of a ſimilar na- 


ture: an event, however, which 
muſt not be thought of. 


This charming woman — you 


know whom I £10 hy e ae 
them to Lime-Park, Brudenel's 


eſtate in Somerſetſhire, to which 
lace I am obliged to follow them. 
4 ſhall offer great violence to my 


inclination, you may be ſure, by 
waiting on the happy pair. I mo- 


deſtly, however, repeated my nolo 
epiſcopari in form, the third time, 
without any fear of being diſtanced 
for want of farther preſſing. 
Maria, the lovely Maria, 8 


apPpro- 
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„ 
approbation, when ſhe heard I was 
to be of their party; at leaſt, I 
fancy ſo - | am therefore ſo much 
engaged in my little expedition, I 
muſt haſten to bid you farewel. 


P.S. Brudenel, ever attentive to 

my ſiſter's honour, as well as her 
happineſs — (is not every woman's 
happineſs connected with her re- 
putation ? I am ſure it ought to 
be) — Brudenel, I ſay, will come 
to town, and carry my ſiſter him- 
ſelf to { e her father and mother: 
they were invited by Lady Wharton 
to Windſor (Lady Wharton has 
behaved moſt kindly to my ſiſter 
and to her family:) they came 


once, but declined being preſent at 


the marriage, on account of the in- 
cidental expences with regard to 
cloaths, &c. &c.— They acted pru- 
dently enough by ſo doing ; but if 

they treat not their daughter with 
: 1 the 
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the reſpect due to her as Brudenel's 


wife, I ſhall be exceedingly cha- 
— at their behaviour. 


L E T TER: XL. 
Mrs. Brudenel to M. fs Sommers. 


Received your letter of congra- 
tulation, my dear Patty, for 
which I am ready to pay my beſt 


acknowledgments, and only have 


to wiſh that you were a little nearer 
that I might pay them in perſon, 
But to ſhew you, my dear friend, 
that I ſhall ever remember, with 


gratitude, your extreme kindneſs to 


me when I ſo much wanted it,. 
muſt beg you to accept of the little 
box with which this letter is ac- 
companied, and which contains the 
entire furniture of a tea-table from 
Mr. Brudenel, and a piece of flow- 
ered muſl:n from me for a negligee. 
Pardon me for ſending ſuch tritles, | 

and 


( i 1 

and only look upon them as proots 
of my friendſhip; my generous 
Brudenel would have diſpatched far 
more valuable things,. had he not, 
with me, imagined that difficulties 
might have been ſtarted on your 
ide about the acceptance of them. 

As you ever diſcovered the ſin- 
cereſt regard for me, my Patty, and 
have exerted yourſelf more than 


once in my favour, you will, I am 


certain,. be rejoiced to hear that I 


am one of the happieſt of women. 


Mr. Brudenel's tenderneſs for me 
ſeems to increaſe every hour, as does 
my unfeigned affection for him. 


No man can be more deſerving of 


a woman's love. No man can do 
more for a woman than he has done 
for me. May that all-gracious be- 

ing who ſent him to fnatch me from 


ruin, make me every day more and 


more worthy of him, and may he ever 
continue to _ me as truly and as 
Ing 452 har 
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tenderly as he does at this mo- 


ment, 
Your ever affectionate and grate- 
ful friend 
TY Lucy BRUDENEL. 
P. S. When we are ſettled at Lime- 
Park I will write to you more at 
large. Miſs Elliſon, the agreeable 
Miſs Elliſon, favours us with her 
company, and my brother, yield- 
ing to my Brudenel's ſolicitations, 
has agreed to ſpend ſome time 
with us. 
So my dear friend, 
Adieu. 


LETTER . 
Mr. Brudenel to Sir George Mil- 


bourne. 


Am married: — I am happy; you 


cannot, therefore, expect a long 


letter from me at preſent. Have 1 


not, indeed, in a few words, ſaid 


every 
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every thing? Were I to begin to 
expatiate upon the charms of my 


Lucy's perſon, mind, and manners, 


I ſhould take up the longeſt day 


without coming to a concluſion. 
She now loves me what can I de- 
ſire more, but to ſee her health 
perfectly reſtored ? my uncertainty 


with regard to That frequently gives 
me pain, tho' the dear angel aſſures 
me ſhe is well, and endeavours, by 5 


numberleſs winning ways, to con- 
vince me that ſhe is entirely happy- 
May I ever have it in my power to 
make her ſo. There is not a wo- 


man in the world more deſerving : 
till I married her I did not, could 


not know half her excellencies. 


What a lovely perſon has ſhe, and 


what a lovely mind! How en- 
chanting are her manners, how de- 
licate are her endearments, and 
with what a charming modeſty does 
the receive and return my careſſes 
How uncommonly fortunate was I 

#2 to 


_ 
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to meet with a woman ſo exactly 


ſuitable to my taſte! and what a 


; -wretch muſt Bever have been to at- 
j _ tempt to give ſuch a woman a moe 
ment's uneafineſs! Let it be my 


part then to make my Lucy large 


amends for all that ſhe has ſuffered: 
Her health has 'been undoubtedly 


impaited by the ſcandalous treat- 


ment which the received from her 
diſtionourable admirer, and by the 


remains 'of affection which ſhe for 


jome time felt for ſo unworthy a 
man, even after he had behaved in 
ſo very exceptionable a. manner. 


His infinuatin 55 carriage made ſo 


deep an impreſſion upon her gentle 


heart, that, young and unexpe- 
rienced as ſhe was, it is no wonder 


1 ſhe ſhould 'long retain the paſſion 
with which he inſpired her, and 
hich ſhe has now transferred to. 


me with intereſt.— Will you not 


come down to us? while I thank 
you for your cautions upon my firſt 
| | ac 
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acquaintance with Mrs. Brudenel 
(How bleſt am I to call her ſo!) 
I will effectually convince you that 
never were cautions leſs neceſſary. 
I will alſo convince you, if poſſible, 
than no man in the marriage-ſtate 
is happier than 
Your very fincere friend, 
J. BRUDENEL. 

P. 8. You muſt make haſte, or 

you will not ſee me before I to 


- Briſtol. 


"LETTER mas 
Miſe Elliſon to Mrs. Cateſty 


Lime Park. 
Cannot imagine why I ventured 
to come to this place, as Ha- 

milton was to be of the party. I 
never conſidered, that as Brudenel 


and his Lucy are ſo tenderly at- 


tached to each other, I ſhould be 


left very often with this dangerous 


man 


_ 
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to meet with a woman fo exactly 
ſuitable to my taſte! and what a 
wretch muſt Bever have been to at- 


4 tempt to give ſuch a woman a moe 
ment's uneaſineſs! Let it be my 


part then to make my Lucy large 


amends for all that ſhe has ſuffered. 
Her health has been undoubtedly 


impaired by the ſcandalous treat- 


ment which ſhe received from her 
diſhonourable admirer, and by the 


remains of affection which ſhe for 


1ome time felt for fo unworthy a 
man, even after he had behaved in 
ſo very exceptionable a. manner. 


His infinuating carriage made ſo 


deep an impreſſion upon her gentle 


heart, that, young and unexpe- 
Tienced as ſhe was, it is no wonder 


ſhe ſhould long retain the paſſion 
with which he inſpired her, and 
which ſhe has now transferred to. 
me with intereſt.— Will you not 
come down to us? while I thank 


you for your cautions upon my firk 
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acquaintance with Mrs. Brudenel 


(How bleſt am I to call her ſo!) 

I will effectually convince you that 

never were cautions leſs neceſſary. 

I will alſo convince you, if poſhble, 
than no man in the marriage: ſtate 

is happier than 

Your very fincere friend, 

BRU DENEL. 

P. 8. Vou muſt malt haſte, or 
you will not ſee me before I to 


- Briſtol. 


LETTE RK - 3k 
Miss Elliſon to Mrs. Cateſby. 


Lime Park. 

Cannot i imagine why I ventured 

to come to this place, as Ha- 
milton was to be of the party. I 
never conſidered, that as Brudenel 
and his Lucy are ſo tenderly at- 
tached to each other, I ſhould be 
left very often with this dangerous 
man 
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man. We are, indeed, continually 
together; and he ſo far takes the 
advantage of it, that he ſeizes every 
opportunity to improve his time in 
our fete a t&fes he endeavours, 
moſt aſſiduouſly, not only to make 
himſelf more agreeable, but more 
eſtimable. His perſonal graces grow 


more attractive as he is leſs fettered 


by reſtraint, and as our friends fre- 
quently contrive to favour our pri- 
vate interviews, he diſcovers, du- 
ring the courſe of familiar conver- 
ſation, ſentiments which, from the 


delicacy and juſtneſs of them, are 


highly to be approved of. He is 


ſo extremely ſolicitous to ſtrike out 
" occaſions to give me pleaſure that [ 


will not attempt to ſay with what 
conſequences his aſſiduities may be 
attended. I am actually quite 


frightened when I think of conſe- 
quences, as I often feel myſelf too 


much affected; and did not my 
natural vivacity often come to my 
relief 


——— — 
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relief and help me a little, I can- 
not tell what would become of me. 
— Whenever our converſation be- 
gins to turn upon a tender ſubject 
I preſently ſummon my ſpirits to 
my aſſiſtance, and by a ſudden re- 
— throw a different means 

upon the words which I had 


| "of before delivered; by which 


dexterous proceedings I make the 
poor man look as if he had made 
very wrong calculations concerning 
me. I have alſo recourſe, ſome- 


times, to other fne/es, and yet, will 


you believe me, Harriet? I am fo 


| ſorry, afterwards, for having played 


them off, and ſo out of humour 
with myſelf, that I am, involun- 
tarily, impelled to endeavour to 
make my admirer ſome amends for 
the chagrin he feels from my irre- 
gular behaviour to him, by a num- 
ber of new cv/:t1e5—not to call 
them kindneſſes—fully ſufficient to 

LE let 
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let him ſee that I am far from be- 


ing the indifferent I appear to be. 
Beſides, the part I have obliged 
myſelf to act is fo unnatural, that 
I fear I muſt give it up, or I ſhall, 


certainly, make ſome egregious 
' blunder, which will entirely undo 


what I have been doing. There 1s 
but one remedy : a remedy which 
you, or any body elſe as well ac- 


quainted with the true ſtate of my 


heart, might eaſily point out.— 
That is, Flight.—But oh ! Har- 


riet! were you in my ſituation, you. 
would, I will venture to ſay, find. 
it much eaſier to give advice, than 


to. follow it. And fo 


Adieu. | 
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LETTER 
Capt. Hamilton to Mr. Roſs. 


Lime Park. 

ONG ago ſhould I have left 

this place; and I have fre- 

— intended to leave it; but I 

find myſelf abſolutely rooted here, 
and — of making the ſlighteſt 

effort to ſtir, the ſmalleſt at- 


tempt to regain my liberty. — Ma- 


ria has, indeed, fixed me, unalte- 


rably hers.— I allow that it is mad- 


neſs to think ſeriouſly about her; 


yet I cannot poſſibly bring myſelf 


to think of any other "perſon : 
equally unable am I to beſtow a 
thought on my buſineſs, my family, 
or my friends—you excepted, to 


whom I can talk of her perpetually. 


—] have, indeed, the ſatisfaction 
to ſee that Lucy is happy : the mu- 
tual tenderneſs which I obſerve be- 
tween her and her huſband gives 

in- 


3 


inexpreſſible joy to my heart. Lucy 
is, if I have any judgment, per- 
fectly qualified to make a good wife 
in the be/# ſenſe of the word. I 


never knew her guilty of a fault till 
ſhe eloped with her h lover : and 


that fault might have been partly 


occaſioned by a it impreſſion, as 
ſhe is of a gentle nature, and as her 


feelings are uncommonly fine. Ever 


ready 1s ſhe not only to pity the 


ſorrows of a fellow-creature in 
diſtreſs, but, ſympathetically, to 


ſhare them. — By conſenting, there- 


fore, to comply with Bever's re- 


queſt, ſhe was, moſt probably, ac- 


tuated by humanity, compaſſion, 
and gratitude. Believing that ſhe 


was fincerely beloved, ſhe could 
not help wiſhing to return a paſſion 
which appeared to her, not only 


innocent, but laudable : and as ſhe, 
from her natural ingenuouſneſs, 
ſuſpected no deceit, ſhe was the 
more eaſily deluded. —-How many 


poor 


ih 


| 1 

poor unfortunate females have been 
undone under the direction of ſen- 
timents which, as they are truly 
noble, ought to inſpire thoſe of our 


ſex, to whom they are addreſſed, 
with the moſt honourable ſenſa- 


tions. How very worthleſs is the 
man who avails himſelf of the cre- 


dulity of an amiable artleſs creature, 


whoſe affections he has gained; and 
who, being innocent and defence- 


leſs, more particularly demands his 
aſſiſtance and protection. — How 


cruel is it to lay ſnares for a vir- 
tuous innocent, and how generous 
to guard her virtue againſt the baſe 


attempts of thoſe who employ all 
their arts to deſtroy it !—If young 


girls having untortunately too much 
tenderneſs and ſenſibility, on the 
one hand; and, perhaps, a 'little 
vanity and indiſcretion, on the 
other, commit a faux-pas, thould 
they be abandoned by their rela- 


tions, and driven to infamy ? how 


unjuſt 
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unjuſt are the proceedings of fuck 
relations. My ſiſter's caſe was ſin- 
gularly pitiable : as ſhe had actually 


preſerved her virtue, tho' ſhe had 


riſqued the loſs of her character, 
ſhe merited the greateſt lenity and 
conſideration, Had ſhe not, by a 
very remarkable ſtroke of good for- 
tune, fallen into the hands of Brude- 
nel, ſhe might have been, ere 
this time, perhaps, quite loſt, from 


the unkindneſs of her parents.— 


However, while I an accuſing them 
of a glaring impropriety, let me 
keep a guard upon my own conduct. 
—Yet tell me, my friend, is it 
poſſible to defend one's heart againſt 
ſuch a woman as Miſs Elliſon, eſpe- 
cially when ſuch a woman} gives me 
all the reaſon in the world to be- 
lieve that ſhe is not zndzFerent about 
me ? It is not only her civility, it 
is not only her flattering politeneſs 
by preferring me as a companion to- 
all other men; her intelligent 

| glances, 


* 


L nl 


glances, her ſpeaking Glence, her 


riſing bluſhes, averted eyes, and 


half-ſmothered fighs—T cannot be 


miſtaken — The more ſhe endea- 
vours to conceal her ſenſations in 
my favour, the more apparent they 


are, I cannot be miſtaken—T hope 


I am not : for the pleaſure reſulting 
from my con ectures is not to be 


expreſſed. 


LETTER 3k" 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Was not, could not be miſtaken. 


— When two perſons mutually 


feel the ſame paſſion, they ſoon 
come to an eclairciſſement about their 


ſenſations. 

Brudenel gave a concert the other 
night: it was followed by a ball, 
at which the neighbouring fami- 
lies aſſiſted. 


During 


n 


glances which filled my ſoul with 


Ll mn, 

During the performance of a very 
pathetic ſong, extremely applicable 
to my preſent condition, my eyes 
were fixed on Maria very tenderly, 
and expreſſed, perhaps, the fitua- 
tion of my heart as well as if they 
had been accompanied with the 
molt eloquent language. Her eyes, 
dear girl, perfectly underſtood the 


meaning in mine, and returned 


raviſhing delight.—At laſt, as if 
afraid of truſting herſelf any longer 
to the indulgence of ſuch enchant- 
ing looks, ſhe inſtantly threw all 
that laughing levity into her coun— 
tenance which renders her, at times, 
ſo uncommonly pleaſing, and aſked 
me ſome queſtions totally foreign to 
the entertainment before us, with 
a vivacity which made her appear a 
quite different, though not a leſs 3 
lovely, creature. #4 
Some lovers now would have 
been diſguſted at ſuch a behaviour ; 
they 
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they would have thought that their 
miſtreſſes were errant flirts : but I 
looked upon the ſudden change in 
Maria as a piece of refined addreſs. 
—She was actually fearful of di- 
recting her eyes towards me in too 
tender a manner, and could on] 
keep her emotions under by a tho- 
rough alteration in her features, 
which gave new beauties to her face, 
I thought ; and ſhe at the ſame 
time di own the moſt delicate 
tenſibility, as a/cemens I had not 
noticed before. To ſucha woman 
a man mult, neceſſarily, be con- 
ſtant; he cannot help finding all 
the various powers of charming pe- 
culiar to the ſex, in her. 

I danced with her afterwards, 
and as I was apprehenſive that we 
might be obſerved, I took care to 
treat her with a reſpect ſufficient to 
exclude all improper conſtructions, 
upon our behaviour. With my be- 
haviour ſhe ſeemed to be very well 

| pleaſed, 


I 
pleaſed, and continued her vivaci- 
ties during the evening ; though I 
felt her hand, every now and then, 
tremble in mine. — Every tremu- 
lous motion of that hand convinced 


me that her partiality in my fa- 


vour was conſiderable. But to 
what purpoſe do I give way to 
theſe delicious ſenſations ? I can- 
not indulge the moſt enchanting 
of all paſſions, without injuring, it 
may be, the dear object of it.— 
Let me, therefore, refle& a little, 
and not ſuffer ſelf- love to get the 
better of the ſincere and lively con- 
cern which I feel for the happineſs 
of this moſt deſirable woman. 


LETTER XLV. 
Mist Elliſon to Mrs. Cateſoy. 


1X7 HAT will become of me, 
| Harriet? This Hamilton 


improves upon me every hour; no- 


thing 


3 
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thing but flight, as I have already 


ſaid, can ſave me; and flight is not 
in my power: for Mrs. Brudenel 
is going to Briſtol, and I cannot 
refuſe to accompany her, as ſhe is 
a ſtranger to the cuſtoms of the 
place, and compliments me by ſay- 
ing, that my company is particu- 
larly agreeable to her. You ma 
be ſure I am flattered by ſuch a 


confeſſion from her; the more ſo, 


as ſhe is the ſiſter of Hamilton 
He is to meet us at Briſtol; in- 


deed, he dedicates his whole time 


to me, and grumbles at every thing 


which ſeparates us, though for ever 


ſo ſhort a time.—Has he then made 
a formal declaration, you will aſk ? 
—[ haſten to reply in the negative. 
Heaven defend me from ſuch a 
trial of my diſcretion For what 
can I ſay to him, ſhould he declare? 


—But J will not think of it — Il 


cannot, to tell you the truth, with- 
out being extremely fluttered. — 


. And 
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And I am really in ſo great a flut- 
ter, at this very inſtant, that it is 
impoſiible for me to proceed in ra- 
tional ſtile. —I have but juſt com- 
poſure enough to defire you to ſend 
your letters to me here, that they 
may be forwarded to me at Briſtol 
in Brudenel's pacquet. Il forgot 
to inform you, that we had Sir 
George Milbourne with us for a- 
bout ten days. — When Hamilton 
is not by his ſide, he may be rec- 
koned an agreeable man, by, 

Yours, moſt affectionately, 
| M. ELLISON. 


LETTER XLVI. 


M r. Brudenel to Sir George Mil- 
4  bourne. © ; 


XH O' I want no addition to 

1 my felicity, but the thorough 
re-eſtabliſhnent of my Lucy's 
health, yet your approbation of my 


1 
choice gls me more pleaſure than 
I can deſcribe. My Lucy is the 


lovelieſt of all creatures; ſo beau- 


tiful, and ſo good ; and then ſo ex- 
quiſitely kind, ſo delicately tender: 
but I am deprived of a great deal 
of my ſatisfaction, by fearing that 
ſhe ſhould really be in a decline— 
My dear angel ſmiles at my appre- 
henſions, and tells me that they 
only proceed from my exceſſive 
affection for her.— Well, let it be 
 ſo—l hope ſhe is right—indeed, I 
ſcarce think it poſſible that ſhe can 
err; like Milton's Adam, I think 


all ſhe does, * ſeems wiſeſt, vir- 


tuouſeſt, diſcreeteſt, beſt.” —— Yet 
there can be no harm in a Briſtol- 
journey — Miſs Elliſon is ſo obli- 

ing as to accompany us. Hamil- 


ton will attend her in the chaiſe, for 
Iicannot bear the thoughts of being 


ſeparated from my Lucy, leſt Ma- 
ria, though ſhe is exceedingly af- 


fectionate to her, ſhould omit any 
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thing that may, in any ſhape, con- 
tribute either to her pleaſure or 
convenience. — Tis impoflible for 
any body to be ſo tenderly watch- 
ful over her as I am.—Beſides, tho' 
I am very fond of Hamilton, both 
on account of his own great merit, 
and for his fiſter's ſake, to ride with 
a man is a ſtupid affair, eſpecially 
when I have ſo excellent a com- 
panion in my Lucy, to whom I 
muſt now haſten.—You will there- 
fore make all due allowance for the 
ſhortneſs of this, and write to me 
at Briſtol. | 


LETTER. I. 


Mrs. Brudenel to Mio Sommers. 


15 | Briſtol. 
Can hardly excuſe myſelf for 
1 having ſo long delayed to write 
to ſo good a friend, and therefore 
do not expect you to pardon mw 1 
ce N ut 


ods. 
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but when I tell you, that I have 
been very much engaged in at- 
tempting to return Mr. Brudenel's 
numberleſs acts of generoſity and 
aftection, by entertaining his friends, 
you will, I am ſure, make ſome al- 
lowances for me; and ] flatter my- 
ſelf that I have, by this apology 
for my filence, rather merited the 
increaſe than the diminution of 
your eſteem. 
After a journey, during which 
Mr. Brudenel did every thing in 
his power to render it agreeable to 
me, I find myſelf very pleafantly 
lodged here: yet, had he not been 
ſo anxious upon my account, it 
would have given me more plea- 
ſure to remain at Lime- Park, as 
Mr. Brudenel's houſe is moſt de- 
lightfully ſituated, and as there is 
every thing in it to make life de- 
fireable. The gardens are laid out 
in a charming taſte, and the park 
commands a great many fine views. 
K 3 In- 
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Indeed, my Patty, happy with 


Mr. Brudenel's love, I could reſide 


in ſo elegant a place, without a 


fingle with to be removed to any 
other ; nor do I think that my 
health will be mended by a regi- 
men different from that into which 


J have entered. Mr. Brudenel is 
o extremely careful about me, 
he is perpetually conſulting my ap- 


petite; he inſiſts upon my retiring 
at an early hour; he will, on no 


account, let me rife before I ex- 


preſs an inclination to be up, and 
obliges me to reſt longer than u- 
ſual after any little excurſion from 


home; ſo that I do not ſee what 


can be done more for me—nor is 
there the leaſt occahon for me to 
be ſo circumſpect; tor though I 


am not fo robuſt as ſome people, 


it cannot be ſaid that I am in a 


bad ſtate of health. I am not 
quite well, 'tis true, but neither 
am at all fick: and I dare ſay, 


that 


„ 
that if IJ had remained at the park 
in the ſame regular courſe of life 
preſcribed to me here, I ſhould 
have been in as good a way : but 
it is my pleaſure, as well as my 
duty, to conform to Mr. Bru- 
denel's deſires upon every occaſion. 
I can never make him returns ade- 
quate to the favours which I have 
received from him ; but I can ſhew 
my gratitude by perpetual endea- 
vours to pleaſe him, and by com- 
plying with his every wiſh : —I 
therefore make no oppoſition to 
any thing he propoſes, being very 
ſure that he will propoſe nothing 
diſagreeable to me,—— However, 
T had rather have remained at 
home, as I might then have hoped 
to enjoy my Patty's company with 
me for ſome weeks.——After the 
long and uninterrupted friendſhip 
which has ſubſiſted between us, 
can you wonder at my eagerly de- 
firing to have you partake of my 
Gs bap- 


L 200 ] 


happineſs, as well as to be an eye- 
witneſs of it ?—As to my own fa- 
mily, my brother only ſeems to 
receive any ſatisfaction from my 
marriage : my mother would, Iam 
certain, be extremely pleaſed with 
it, did not my ſiſter, envious of my 
| 9p fortune, ſtill ſet her and my 
ather againſt me.— Time, I hope, 
will reconcile my parents to me, 
and make them ſenſible of the ob- 


ligations they are under to Mr. 
Brudenel, for his very great con- 


ſideration for their daughter. — If 


you ſee them, my dear friend, be 
ſo kind as to hint ſomething of 


this kind (they may take it better 
from you than any body elſe.)— 


And pray let me expreſs my ac- 


knowledgments to you, in perſon, 


at Lime-Park, as ſoon as I return 
from this place. 


| ( 201 ) 
LETTER XLVIII. 
Captain Hamilton to Mr. Roſs. 
HAT a temptation ! and yet 
I ſwear, I believe I ſhould 


have ſpoken, ſhould have been un- 
done, had I found it poſſible to ar- 


ticulate a fingle ſyllable of the bu- 


ſineſs: but only think how I was 


ſituated; to be pent up in a poſt- 
chaiſe, de by fide, with my Ado- 


rale, and yet not to tell her that I 


loved her My tongue was chained 
up by fear—l was afraid of offend- 
ing her: more afraid of injuring 
her, by ſuppoſing her inclined to 
feel prejudices in my favour ; but 
I was ſtill more apprehenſive of be- 
ing thought to have a deſign upon 
her fortune : add to all theſe fears 
and apprehenſions a timidity, for 
which I can no way account, and 


then you will no longer be ſur- 


K 5 prized 


666 
prized at my ſilence. But thought 


my tongue uttered nothing, my 
eyes ſpoke a great deal, and my 
active hands were continually em- 
ployed; ſometimes encireling her 
waiſt, to ſupport her while the 
chaiſe was too violently agitated by 
a fudden concuſſion; ſometimes 
putting up or letting down the 
window, to exclude or to admit 
the air, as ſhe found herſelf diffe- 
rently affected by the atmoſphere. 
—Sometimes, during my little en- 
deavours to render her ride quite 
agreeable to her, I touched her, in- 
advertently, when I reached over 
to the oppoſite fide of the chaiſe, 
and once almoſt ſunk down on her 
lap, the ſofteſt, ſweeteſt reſting- 
place imaginable. She ſmiled, and 
bluſhed, but Kindly aſſiſted me in 
recovering my ſeat. In return, I 
ſeized her ſnowy hand to thank 
her, and I held it in mine till we 
came to the end of our ftage.—It 

was 


—— 
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„ 
was indeed, now and then, with- 
drawn, but I ſome how caught it 
again, and by degrees ſhe became 
ſo habituated to its ſituation, that 
ſhe ſeemed to be not in the leaſt 
diſturbed about it.—I enjoyed my 
happineſs without any interrup- 


tion, yet this little journey has 


made a conſiderable revolution in 
my mind: I ſhall never be the 
compoſed, indifferent fellow I was 
before. — She talked, ſhe laughed, 
the even ſung, at my intreaty, and 
fo divinely that I was abſolutely in- 
toxicated, and on the point of faying 
what I mighthave remembered with 


_ regret to the laſt moment of my 


life. —Heaven defend me from ſuch 
another journey : there 1s nothin 

like a Duetio in a poſt-chaiſe for 
blowing up the flame of deſire in 
the coldeſt breaſt. —I thought I 
loved Mits Ellifon before, as much 
as mortal man could love a wo- 
man, but I had not they been in a 
| K 6 poſt- 
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poſt-chaiſe with her.— This ſmall 
excurſion has imperceptibly brought 
on ſuch an intimacy between us, 
that if we are not /overs, we are 
certainly more than Friends. But 
to be truly ſerious, Harry — the 
ſubject requires ſeriouſneſs If 


Maria was not ſo much my ſupe- 


rior in point of fortune, I ſhould 
not heſitate a moment about the 
declaration of my ſentiments, be- 
cauſe I could not be charged with 
being under the direction of mer- 
cenary motives.— But be it how it 


will, I fear I muſt ſpeak, or die. 


LETTER XLIX. 
Miß Elliſen to Mrs. Cateſby. 


Briſtol. 
\HANK heaven, we are ar- 
rived here What a journey 
have I had? — how have I been 
charmed, yet how provoked ? —I 
; never 


{( 8s F 
never will truſt myſelf again with 
2 man —I mean, ſuch a man as 
Captain Hamilton, in a poſt-chaiſe 
for ſo many hours at leaſt. He 


has looked and talked, Harriet, 


till I am almoſt out of my ſenſes : 


and then his touch ! — Yes, Mrs. 
Cateſby, he held my hand in his, 


till my head almoſt turned round. 


Well, my dear, dear creature, it 


does not fignify talking; but if he 


ſhould aſk me any tender queſti- 
ons—pride away, I ſhall certainly 
give a favourable anſwer. — After 
all, child, ſhould I not a& ridi- 
culouſly, to ſacrifice my happineſs 
to vanity ?——With y fortune, I 
am willing to believe, that I could 
make a rational, honeſt man and 
myſelf very happy; and what 


would I have more? - Will a 


greater number of houſes than 1 


can poſſibly inhabit, a greater num- 
ber of ſervants than I can poflibly 
employ, and more cloaths than I 

9 can 
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can wear; will gilded chariots, 
ſilver and gold ſilks, and glaring 
jewels, give me felicity with a man 
whom I do not, whom I cannot 


love? — Why then ſhould I refuſe. 


the man whom I can love, and who 
may be made wretched for life by 
my refuſal ? — I will pleaſe myſelf 
with thinking that he would be 
extremely unhappy if he ſaw me 
united to another.—Why then, to 


gratify the inclinations of other 


people, ſhould I render both him 
and myſelf miſerable? If Hamil- 
ton had been a low-bred man, I 
could never have liked him; and 
as to his birth, I don't fee any 
mighty difference between us. — 
A well- bred, ſenſible, good-natured 
man is ſurely the man for a huſ- 
band, in whatever ſphere fortune 
has thought proper to place him. 
—How many women can ] name, 
who are wretched with their ti- 
tles? and how many men of rank 

and 


( 


= age family are there, as fooliſh and 
as vicious as the loweſt of their 


domeſtics ? So far in favour of 
my Captain. — But then there are 
other objections ; for I think that 
a woman cannot reflect too much 
before marriage. — I with, indeed, 
that Hamilton had an independent 
fortune, were it ever ſo ſmall; be- 
cauſe 1 don't like his profeſſion: I 
never admired ſoldiers ; the gene- 
rality of women, I know, think 


them the prettieſt fellows in the 
world, on account of their ſcarlet. 


cloaths and cockades.— I pay more 
regard to the man than to his 
dreſs ; M and almott tremble when I 
confider that this pretty creature, 
to whom I have taken ſuch a fan- 
cy, is no better than a murderer. — 
What horrid ideas ruſh into my 
mind !—Yet how many men, Har- 
riet, are there who, though no fol- 
diers, have deſtroyed more of our 
ſex than of their own? I] cannot 

bo. 
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help hating the bloody corps. No 
woman more highly eſteems a man 
of true courage, yet I deteſt ſan- 
guinary beings in all ſhapes: and 
is not he to be ranked among the 
butchers of the world, who, with- 


out the ſlighteſt provocation, falls 


upon his fellow-creatures in a 


neighbouring kingdom, while he 


who commits the greateſt havock 
among them, is honoured with the 
higheſt encomiums, diſtinguiſhed 
among the heroes of the age, and 


almoſt ſtunned with the ſhouts of 


the multitude ? Now, all pre- 


judice apart, my dear Cateſby, tell 


me whether you do not think a 


man who murders another merely 
for pay, is little better in fact, than 


a hired ruffian: yet, from my 


| ſoul, I believe that Hamilton has 


nothing of the ruffian in his diſ- 
poſition ; but having been brought 


in the military ſchool, has a- 


dopted ſentiments of, and perhaps 


acquired 
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acquired feelings, very different 
from thoſe who have been edu- 
cated in an oppoſite manner. 
Of all men, I cannot help having 
the ſtrongeſt objection to a ſoldier 


for my huſband : I know I ſhall 


appear very ſelfiſh, and appear to 


you in a light by no means patri- 


otic (to make uſe of a faſhion- 


able word) but, as a woman, I 


muſt own, that if I am ever mar- 
ried to Hamilton, I ſhall not. be 
pleaſed to have him ſent from me 


on a ſudden; to have him doomed 


to a long abſence from me: and I 
ſhould actually ſhudder to think of 
his being expoſed to the greateſt 

danger, hazarding his own life, 
and promoting the deſtruction of 
2 5 who never offended him. 
—[ tell you again, therefore, that 


I do not chuſe to be a ſoldier's wife. 


I cannot poſſibly ſubſcribe to the 

principles of the camp, and conſe- 

quently ſhould have very little ſa- 
72 tisfaction 


1 
tisfaction with an Heroic huſband. 
Matrimonial happineſs entirely a- 
riſes from a ſimilitude of ſenti- 
ments: without that ſimilitude, in 
general, the marriage-ſtate can ne- 
ver be productive of felicity.—But 
this is not all—ſuppoſing Hamilton 
not to be in the army l cannot re- 
concile myſelf to his family.— 
What narrow minds muſt his fa- 
ther and mother have, to give up 


ſuch an amiable girl as Lucy for 
the firſt fault; even when ſhe had 


exerted herſelf ſufficiently to reſiſt 


the man ſhe loved : not only to re- 
fiſt him, but to fly from him, after 
ſhe had loft her reputation ?—By 
dreading the loſs of character, how 
many poor young creatures are 
driven to ruin? how many tender- 
hearted thoughtleſs gils are drawn 
in, by their ſenſibility, to grant 
their lovers every favour requeſted 
by them. When it is too late they 


ſee their errors, and would give 
their 


4 
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their lives to retrieve their honour. 
— Then ſurely is the time, if their 
repentance is fincere; then is the 
time for an affectionate parent, or 
a diſcreet friend, to ſave them from 
farther temptation, to provide for 
them a decent aſylum, in which 
they may be kindly treated, and 
rendered thoroughly ſenſible of the 
very material difference between 
virtue and vice; of the happineſs 
reſulting from a conſtant adherence 
to the former; of the certain mi- 
ſery which always accompanies a 
ſteady attachment to the latter. — 
How cruelly. have Mrs. Brudenel's 
relations acted with regard to her? 
who, however, indiſcreet, has not, 
ſurely, been criminal. Had they 
taken her home at once, the little 
buſtle which her elopement had 
made might have been huſhed up, 
and all would have been well. 
Such relations, therefore, I cannot 
commend—l cannot think of calling 
| them 
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them mine—Why, O why, Ha- 
milton and Lucy are ye ſo very dif- 
ferent from the reſt of your family ? 
— Yet, let me not expoſtulate, but 
rather rejoice that there are two 
ſuch perfect beings whom I may 
admire, whom 1 may eſteem — 
There I muſt draw my line, 
| Adieu. 


LETTER LL 
Ars Brudenel to M. ifs Sommers. 


Briſtol. 


Am ſo fluttered, my dear, that 
I ſcarce know how to guide my 
pen. I wiſh we had not come hi- 
ther : but what ſignifies wiſhing ? 
It was not in my power to hinder 
this journey, nor prevent the cauſe 
of the uneaſineſs I at this inſtant 
feel.—I am innocent indeed; but I 


am truly unhappy, 


Yeſterday, 


11 


Yeſterday, on my entering the 


rooms, the firſt perſon on whom I 


caſt my eyes was Bever: yes, Be- 
ver, by whoſe injurious treatment 
I ſuffered ſo much; and by that 
treatment ſhould have for ever loſt 


both my character and peace had 
not Brudenel, providentially, ap- 


peared as my deliverer. — How 
grateful am I to heaven for the 
protection I enjoy by being united 


to that amiable man.—Yet, when 


I reflect upon paſt ſcenes, I tremble 


to think with what conſequences 


this meeting may be attended: I am 
exceedingly diſtreſſed. 


When I came into the rooms 1 


had Miſs Elliſon by the arm: my 
brother was next to her : luckily, 
Mr. Brudenel was, that morning, 


gone to call upon a ſick friend, who 
arrived here but laſt night, and ſent 
to deſire to ſee him.—Luckily, I 


ſay, becauſe I am diſtracted with 


the thoughts of an interview be- 
8 | tween 


ä 

tween him and Bever. The mo- 
ment I ſet my foot within the door 
I ſaw Bever: I felt my face in a 
glow. 

He ſtarted, * almoſt * 
down three or four people in hur- 
rying towards me. 

I would have gone out again di- 
realy, but my ſurprize was too 
great to permit me to do any thing. 
—[ ſtood like a ſtatue, though I 
felt my knees knock © wil 
Saber my brother nor Miſs Elli- 
ſon happened to obſerve me : they 
were ſpeaking to each other about 
| ſomething which had, I ſuppoſe, 
_ attracted their attention in a farther 
part of the room.—Maria, turning 
her head careleſsly, and ſeeing me 
(as ſhe afterwards told me) engaged 
with a gentleman, left me to fol- 
low my brother. — I was, thus, 
alone, {that is without any of my 


friends near me) with Bever, who 


accoſted me in a precipitate man- 
5 | ner 


9 


. 
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ner, and. expreſſed the higheſt joy 
to ſee me again.—He hoped, he 
ſaid, that I had forgot all paſt diſ- 
agreeable occurrences ; adding, that 
he had been in ſearch of me 


ever ſince I flew from him, that 


he was tranſported at the unex- 
pected ſight of me, and he doubted 
not but he could ſettle every thing 
to my entire ſatisfa&tion, tor the 
future, between us. 

J heard him, Patty: but I-only 
gave him a hearing: I was too 
much ſurprized, too much diſcon- 
certed to reply: I ſuffered him in- 
deed, merely becauſe I was ſo em- 


barraſſed that I knew not how to 


act properly, to hold both my* 
hands in his, while I ſtared wit 
ſtupidity at him.—At length, I be- 


gan to recollect my ſcattered ſpirits, 


and haſtily withdrawing my hand, 
told him, with all the haughtineſs 


I could aſſume, that he was miſe 


* 


taken in me, as I was not the per- 


9 


ſon he took me to be. 


How ? 
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How? replied he, again ſeizing 
my hands, in ſpite of all my endea- 
vours to prevent him, Are you not 
my dear Miſs Hamilton ? 

I told you, Sir, anſwered I 
ſharply, you were miſtaken. - My 
name is Brudenel : you can, there- 
fore, have nothing to ſay to me. 

I cannot, poſſibly, deſcribe his 
aſtoniſhment at this reply, Patty. 
—He ſtarted back ſeveral. paces, 
let my hands drop, which he had 
before graſped ſo faſt that I could, 
no way, diſengage them, and ſaid, 
with a look and voice, fully. ex- 
preſſive of his feelings, Why ſurely 
you can't be married ? _—_— 

I am married, Sir, rephed I; 
happily married, and under the 
protection of the beſt of huſbands: 
I, therefore, inſiſt upon your taking 
no farther notice of me. 5 
I had juſt preſence of mind ſuf- 
ficient to enable me to pronounce 
theſe words: I then, turning in- 
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ſtantly from him, heard him cry, 
Diſtraction !-=But I never looked 
back till I came up to my brother 
and Miſs Elliſon, who ſeeing me 

with a frightened countenance, 
aſked me, both of them, what was 
the matter ?—I had neither ſpirits 
nor voice to acquaint them with 
the real cauſe of my fluttered ap- 
pearance; and therefore accuſed a 
large Pomeranian dog, the favou- 
rite of a lady of quality, who had 
ruſhed into the room, of having 
thrown me down. There was 
ſomething of truth in my anſwer ; 
I am not indeed fond of evaſive 
anſwers upon any occaſion, but 
ſurely I am not obliged to give an 
account of myſelf to any body ex- 
cept my huſband; and it is better, 
I imagine, not to communicate to 
him any thing which may tend to 
make him in the leaſt uneaſy.—I 
hope this Bever will never ſpeak fo 
again.—lT with I had not ſeen him, 

. Patty; 


Patty TG, believe me, I was in 
no other ſhape affected at the fight 
of him than by being filled with 
horror. I have not yet recovered 


myſelf enough to write a longer 
letter —Pray pardon me for not 


making an addition to it by this 
poſt : you may depend upon hear- 


Ing again ſoon from 


_ Your ever Ka ever 
ſincere friend, 


L. BRUD EN ETL. 


- 


The Exp of the FIRST VoLuMe. 


WW 
SS 
13 JU 92 
1 ids 
DSD | 


Was 


